1 


1 





Vv .U 


' ; " lllltTlJc 
1 :h ' '’iiiimi 

*. ll, M '\h 

•' <' ii Vi.y - 

‘•’‘■OfJn 

a 

’• ; -Ji; 
uj 


Jordan's political, economic 
and cultural weekly 



Trust Aramex 
with your urgent 
parcels and documents. 




The fastest, most reliable 
and most efficient courier service 

Gall 664590 


AMMAN 

CHICAGO 


DEPARTURE AMMAN 


SATURDAY 

23:59 

SUNDAY 

ARRIVAL CHICAGO 13:55 

Sales & Reservations: 666055 or your travel agent 


A b K THE WORLD OF V S 


J 


7 — 13 OCTOBER 1993, VOLUME 4, NUMBER 26, 350 fils 


III ,i 


9/w ‘ m 

J:rba_ 

The media 

JCt;- 

Building 

A i!4S I. 

scene in 


bridges 


Jordan 


with people 

■ 

page 4 

• j L - 

page 5 



The home 
of Blues 


page 10 


Race to Lower 
House starts 
next Thursday 


ruM; 


1c ' 


* 




■M 


•n jtj£{? 


By Ahmad Shaker 

Special to The Star 

THE RACE among candidates for 
the 80-meraber Lower House of 
Parliament will start officially next 
Thursday, 14 October, when regis¬ 
tration for candidates mil begin. 
Elections will be held on 8 
November. 

Minister of Interior Mr Salameh 
Hamad told The Star that be has 
given orders to ministry depart¬ 
ments and voting centers in all 
governorstes to work on Friday. 
Registration will end at 2 pm on 
Saturday. 

Mr Hamad said that the final 
number of registered voters has 
reached 1,578,108 compared to 
1989's figure of 1.028,989, an 
Increase of over half a mfifioa 
voters. 

Mr H amad said that new palling 
cards will be issued for this elec¬ 
tions and that distribution of these 
cards will commence on Saturday 
9 October at the polling stations in 



Hamad 
all 20 districts. 

The minister said that special ID 
cards will be given to members of 
the local and international press, 
which will allow them to enter 
polling stations. 

Minister of Infafcnation Dr 
Maan Abu Nuwarfid The Star 
that a special committee compris¬ 
ing members from official media 


and daily newspapers mil be 
formed to launch an awareness 
campaign aimed at encouraging 
voters to use their constitutional 
right 

Mr Hamad said that all licensed 
political parties will be allowed to 
announce and register its candi¬ 
dates. but that it will not be 
allowed "to deal with unlicensed 
parties." He said that the ministry 
’’will make sure that the demo¬ 
cratic process is preserved so that 
the elections will be, as His 
Majesty King Hussein wants it to 
be, free, fair and easy." 

The ministry has already set up 
900 polling stations with 2500 bal¬ 
lot boxes in 20 districts. Ministry 
sources said that computers have 
been fed with all the names of reg¬ 
istered: voters and that duplicated 
names, reaching more than 
50,000, mil be sorted out and pub¬ 
lished so that voters can choose 
only one district. 

This will be Jordan's first multi¬ 
party elections since the 1950s. ■ 



Gaza Harbor Co. delays Limasol 
meeting, but site survey continues 


me 


World Bank report says Palestinian 
economy is off to a healthy start 








AMMAN (Star) —A World Bank 
(WB) technical report on develop¬ 
ing the Occupied Territories (OT) 
and presented to the Multilateral 
Working Group on Economic 
it. Development last month has 
* stated that peace and stability in 
the region will, irrevocably, foster 
a viable economy in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. The 
report, however, maintained that 
this will only be true in a state of 
development and correction of 
long standing imbalances and dis¬ 
tortions in the economy of the OT. 

In light of the recent donations 
pledged by 43 countries in Wash¬ 
ington last week at a special 
donors conference, Palestinians 
stand to reap over $2.5 billion in 
grants and soft loans within the 
next 5 years. The first year $600 
mil Hon are projected for expendi¬ 
ture in OT under the supervision 
of the WB. 

According to a PLO source in 
Amman, an unwritten condition, 
supported by all donors, is that 
funds are to be used to develop a 
foundation for a free market econ¬ 
omy in the OT. "There is defi¬ 
nitely an inclination [by donors] to 
drive the future economy of the 
Palestinian state towards a free 


market structure whereby greater 
control is rested in private sector 
hands," said the source. 

According to the report, per 
capita GNP in the OT has been 
officially projected by Israel at 
$1715 in 1991 which is substan¬ 
tially ahead of Jordan's ($1050). 
Yet when an assessment is made 
of the consumer price index or the 
general state of the public services 
sector in the OT—qualitative and 
quantitative—imbalances are 

instantly recognizable. 

"The OT Income levels could 
well be below those in Jordan, 
Morocco and Tunisia and not 
above them as the estimates at 
official exchange rate indicate," 
the WB report saicL 

"The economy of the OT is cur¬ 
rently in turmoil," was the open¬ 
ing statement of the report, stipu¬ 
lating that unemployment, and 
under-employment are rising rap¬ 
idly, public infrastructure and 
social services are grossly over¬ 
stretched and the fragile natural 
resource base is threatened with 
irreversible damage. The report 
said that the OT economy remains 
highly vulnerable to external 
developments, as shown vividly 
by the economic hardship follow¬ 


ing Israel's recent border closure. 

In spite of its economic imbal¬ 
ances, prospects and strategy, for 
(he future of the OT were seen as 
positive by the WB. The quality of 
the human resource was seen as a 
"blessing" with 18 college gradu¬ 
ates per thousand population. 

The huge wealth of the success¬ 
ful expatriate Palestinian commu¬ 
nity was promoted as a very 
important "asset". The report esti¬ 
mated that some 200,000 Palestin¬ 
ians are living in the Gulf states, 
"who would wish to strengthen 
their links with the OT through 
increased remittances." 

Given the unique religious and 
cultural heritage, tourism in the 
OT bas been promoted to become 
a major foreign currencies 1 
generator. 

The absence of "crushing exter¬ 
nal debt" was mentioned as a sub¬ 
stantial asset. The absence of a 
bloated bureaucracy and the fact 
that public sector is not wasting 
any finances should give the Pal¬ 
estinian economy a healthy start. 

The report recommended that 
public policy should focus on 
structural reform Grom the onset of 
these premises. ■ 


By Bilal Hyjawi 
Star Business Editor 

AN 8October meeting m 'a Ltma- 
sol, Cyprus, posh hotel for pros¬ 
pective shareholders in a pro¬ 
posed $10 million Gaza harbor 
company, was postponed at the 
last minute. 

Last week the company, Gaza 
Harbor Co. Ltd., ran an advertise¬ 
ment in the local press inviting 
investors to meet tomorrow, Fri¬ 
day, at Le Meridien Hotel for a 
special preparatory meeting to 
discuss the project, which is "to 
incorporate a shareholding com¬ 
pany based in Gaza with the sum 
capital of $10 million to finance, 
establish and manage the Gaza 
port." 

A company spokesman in Lim¬ 
asol, reached by phone, told The 
Star on Tuesday that the company 
had problems with obtaining visas 
for some investors and that the 
site survey results had not been 
delivered on time prompting the 
sudden delay. No new date has 
been set i 

"We have received many 
requests from many investors, 
especially Arabs. More than 50 
investors from the Gulf have com¬ 
municated their [investment] 
intents to us," Mr Ham A1 Say¬ 
egh. the company's chairman of 
the board told The Star. 

The company had subsequently 
increased its incorporation capital 
to $25 million in anticipation of 
an over-subscription at the Liraa- 
sol meeting. "Of course money 
for the construction would eventu¬ 
ally come through international 
financing, Palestinian. Jordanian 
and Arab investments. Jordanian 
institutions would play a vital role 
m this project," said Mr Sayegh, a 
Jordanian-Palestinian who has an 
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An Israeli soldier mans a 
watch-tower on Gaza beach 


engineering company in Jordan. 

He echoed Palestinian intent on 
accepting Arab investments in the 
project. "We do not want to be 
called regionalists; investment 
will most likely be open to Arabs 
but we are not clear whether this 
will be the case with international 
investors," said Mr Sayegh. 

The company, he said, would 
be based in Gaza Scrip and will be 
registered in accordance with pre- 
1948 Palestinian laws, which are 
an overlap of British laws. Final 
endorsement of the project pend¬ 
ing, the Palestinian government/ 
council—still to be formed— 
would have to give the final 
approval for the project, accord¬ 
ing to Mr Sayegh. "There isn't an 
economic ministry In Palestine 
today so the company is to be reg¬ 
istered at the Higher Court of Jus¬ 
tice in Gaza until such a ministry 
is formed." 

The recent PLO-lsraeli agree¬ 
ment and the embarkation on 
developing the infrastructure of 
the Occupied Territories has put 
this project on the drawing table. 
But it remains to be seen if the 
PLO and the future Palestinian 
government would allow the port 
to be in private hands. 

According to Mr Sayegh. 
Coode Blizard Ltd, a famous UK- 
based marine engineering consul¬ 
tancy firm, is among the interna¬ 
tional companies that has offered 
to undertake work on the techni¬ 
cal designs and the drawing of the 
tender documents for the harbor 
project 

A source at Coode Blizard in 
London confirmed to The Star 
that a senior firm representative 
was already in Limasol to meet 
with Mr Sayegh, who said that the 
Bntish government may be will¬ 
ing to finance the consultancy part 
of the project. 


Building a deep-water harbor in 
Gaza will be carried out in phases 
ending in five years. The first 
stage~is to develop the current 
fishing port with its two docks 
that were built by Israel. These 
docks are to be developed to 
receive 1000 to 2000 ton ships. 
The second phase should take up 
about 2 to 3 years, where a deep 
water harbor of 14 to 15 meters 
would be developed allowing for 
vessels with larger payload to 
dock. The last stage should be 
finalized within the 5 years. 

The first attempt to launch this 
project came in 1987 when an off¬ 
shore corporation was registered 
in Cyprus for that purpose, Mr 
Sayegh told The Star. The then 
Israeli Minister of Defence. Yit¬ 
zhak Rabin, approved the project 
but the eruption of the Palestinian 
Intifada froze all work on the 
project, i 

Only Palestinians were allowed 
to participate in the first project. 
Members of the board were com¬ 
prised of 10 expatriates and 10 
living inside the Occupied 
Territories. 

The first preliminary geo¬ 
physical survey studies of the port 
site were executed by a joint ven¬ 
ture of the Greek Archied on and 
the Cypriot PapaDoupoios compa¬ 
nies in 1987. 'These companies 
are now back in Gaza to update 
and finalize the 1987 surveys." 
Mr Sayegh said. 

He said that the 1987 survey 
documents were kept at the for¬ 
mer Ministry of the Occupied 
Territories in Amman, since the 
project was incorporated into Jor¬ 
dan's five-year development plan. 

"The project reflects not only 
Palestinian ambitions, but also a 
genuine interest on behalf of 
many Jordanian circles," said Mr 
Sayegh: He concluded that the 
port should play a complementary 
rather than a competitive role with 
Aqaba in the future. 

"On the Mediterranean, the 
Gaza Harbor would serve as a 
gateway to the West since it is 
closer to Amman than Aqaba is, 
Mr Tawfiq Kawar. chairman of 

Amin Kawar and Sons Co. and 
president of the Jordan Shipping 
Agents Association told The Star. 

"ft would take a long time 
before the port becomes competi¬ 
tive. Developing it into a deep 
water harbor is not a small opera¬ 
tion." said Mr Kawar. There are 
many logistical problems asso¬ 
ciated with the project. For start¬ 
ers, a highway system is needed 
to support the services offered bv 
the port and borders may compli¬ 
cate the free movements of goods 
between countries." 

Mr Ibrahim Naoun of TG Gar- 
gour and Sons, supported Mr 
Kawar's opinion. He smd that 
Aqaba will always be the favorite 
port for servicing traders with 
Eastern Africa and Asia. But 
Aqaba will be pressured to com¬ 
pete. 1 think that its transforma¬ 
tion into a free zone will have to 
come soon." Mr Naouri said. ■ 



• PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat meets Israeli Prune Minister Yit.’hak 
Rabin in Cairo Wednesday. President Hosni Mubarak .mended on.- 
the meetings. The PLO and Israel agreed to form tour bilateral commi:- 
tees to work on the implementation u! the joint accord reached 
month. Israel is to begin its withdrawal from Ga<ra and Jericho on L- 
October. The first committee w ill meet in Tabu on ihe same J.»v. 


Peace accords split 
the Jordanian left 

By Ben Wedeman 

Special to The Star 

THE RECENTLY signed peace accords will he the hot issue 
for Jordanian progressive parties during the upcoming Parlia¬ 
mentary elections, scheduled for 8 November. 

The Jordanian parties of the left, eight in all, are divided 
between supporters and opponents of the peace accords, and 
this split is preventing the formation or an effective progressive 
coalition. In support of the peace accords are the Jordan Pro¬ 
gressive Democratic Party (JPDPi. ihe Huriya (Freedom: 
Party, the Jordan Communist Party, and the Jordan Demo¬ 
cratic Socialist Party (JDSPl. Opposed to the agreements are 
the Popular Democratic Party iPDP), the pro-Syrian Arab 
Baath Progressive Party, the pro-Iraqi Arab Baath Socialist 
Party and the Popular Unity Party. 

Ejection coalitions within the two camps, however, are on 
the cards. According to officials oT the JPDP, negotiations are 
underway to form a bloc uniting pro-agreement parties with 
leading independents, such as Saleh Jaliab, Taher Admin and 
Taher A1 Masri. The final outcome of these negotiations. JPDP 
officials say, will be announced by early next week before the 
official start of the election campaign on 14 October. There 
have been indications that some of the anti-accords parties, led 
by the PDP, will form a coalition as well. Both sides have indi¬ 
cated a willingness to map their election strategies to ensure 
maximum support fur progressive candidates in each electoral 
district. 

The pro-agreement parties generally believe there is an 
undercurrent of popular support for the peace process. “The 
stance of some parties [vis-a-vis the peace process] results from 
temporary considerations. During the coming elections they 
will realize that the people support the peace process," AU 
Amer, secretary general of the JPDP, told The Star. 

The PDP. on the other hand, has harshly criticized Ihe agree¬ 
ment In a recent newspaper interview. PDP candidate for 
Amman's First District Samih Khalil blasted the Israeli-PLO 
accord: “It erases the righL of return of more than four million 
Palestinian refugees, and destroys the right of the Palestiniao 
people to self determination." He went on to say that “we in 
the nationalist movement are determined to turn the Parlia¬ 
mentary elections into a popular referendum" on the 
agreements. 

The divisions on the left only serve to strengthen the hand of 
the Islamic Action Front (IAF). widely regarded as the best 
organized and most powerful force in Jordanian politics today. 
LAP candidates arc expected to win the largest single bloc of 
seats in the 80-seat Parliament, although they will come 
nowhere near to a majority. Most seats will be won hv inde¬ 
pendent candidates with no party affiliations. 

In conversations with progressive party leaders and officials, 
one senses a lingering bitterness over the relative ease with 
which the Muslim Brotherhood was able to operate during the 
pre-democracy era. While circumstances compelled the parties 
of the left to lead a clandestine existence, and while many party 
members were imprisoned, the Muslim Brotherhood tout of 
which emerged the IAF), as an ostensibly apolitical entity, was 
spared. In 1990, the ban on political parties was lifted, but 
three years In the open is not sufficient time to make for dec¬ 
ades underground, they assert. 

Says Ali Amer, secretary general of the JPDP. “during the 
last elections the Islamists were not subjected to any con¬ 
straints It received facilities and support from within the 
government and from foreign elements. In the meantime, the 
progressive democratic forces were suppressed in various 
ways." Despite this, he believes that the progressive candidates 
in the 1989 elections did well and will do even better in the 
November elections. 

Mahm oud Mayata. secretary general of the pro-Syrian Arab 
Baath Progressive Party, rejects the argument that' the IAF is 
strong because or its superior organization. The key to the 
IAf’s strength, he told The Star, “is because it represents 
Islam, the Qur'an and religion. Religion moves the masses. 
Speak about God and religion and you will move the masses." 

Most progressive parties have yet to present (heir final elec¬ 
toral lists. The PDP has fielded seven candidates—four in 
Amman, and one each in Balqan, Irbid and Zerqa. However, 
as the POP'S Samih Khalil told The Star, there Is a game of 
“musical chairs" afoot to avoid splitting the progressive vote. 
The PDP initially announced that six of its members would 
run, but party officials say that the final number of candidates 
wiD probably be less. Tbe Socialist Democratic Party will run 
one candidate each in Amman, Jerash, Zerqa, Balqaa and 
Karak. The Jordan Communist Party will run three candi¬ 
dates, one each in Amman, Madaba and Irbid. 

The Progressive Baath Party will not field any candidates, 
says General Secretary Mayata, because the party simply lacks 
the mass support to sustain it The Popular Unity Party has 
also announced Its intention not to participate in the elections. 

Continued on page 2 
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An unconventional report on Jordanian news and 
views edited bv Dr Marwan Al Asmar 


Jordanians prefer to 
holiday at home 

B Eighty percent of Jordanians 
prcicr lu spend holidays with their 
families in Jordjn, according lo a 
poll carried out by the Jordan 
News Agency t Petra i. Tfic po(( 
wjs based on 50t.» questionnaires 

distributed randomly in different 
areas of the country. About 1} per 
cent of the rumple said they take 
holidays that arc no longer than 
tv. c Jj\-. Mvuii 21 per cent said 
iheir holidays are between two to 
lour days Jong and less than five 
percent 'pend more than four days 
in .lii'ferent locations in the coun¬ 
try. Bui more than 71 percent said 
hotel price- arc expensive and less 
than 4 percent believed that price* 
were reasonable. Mure thjn 57 
percent -aid that tourisl places 
such .i' Ini Q.ii-. jnd teaser Sha- 
beeb could be Je\eloped. 

According to a study published 
by the Amman Chamber of Com¬ 
merce. ihe number ol tourists 
coining to Jordan from Europe 
and An.erica have increased by 
about i In percent and 68 percent 
respectively during 1 992. a sub¬ 
stantial increase over 1991 fig¬ 
ure- Revenues from tourism 
amounied to JD 514 million, a 45 
percent increase for 1992 over the 
prev ious y ear 

Fresh milk shortages 

E A sin';:age in fresh milk supply 
nt.i; Sv upon us. Jordanian dairy 
producers say they may have to 
u^c powder milk to maintain their 
production of various dairy prod¬ 
uct-. This i.- a move that they may 
have ;n take if fresh milk supplies 
from local dairy fjrnis arc not 
ir.adc readily available. The pro¬ 
ducer-, have called on the minis¬ 
tries of trade and industries, agri¬ 
culture and supply to solve the 
pn-blent. The dairy companies 
said that if they resort to using 
powder milk then this will not be 
in the ruolie intere-i. 

diplomatic relations 
with Pretoria 

\ 

E3 J..rd.in will be the fir.-t Arab ’’ 
c «unir> to est.ibJish diplomatic 
relation'!" aiUi:. Sooth ’.Africa, 
isii '.'joc to ux^eni >alent.bftttjd 
A! \ Royal Decree was 

i--uvd thi- week approving the 
e-tubc-hment of relations with 


South Africa. South Africa's For¬ 
eign Minister. Mr Pik Botha, said 
that embassies will be set up and 
ambassadors will be exchanged. 
Mr Botha has visited Egypu 
Oman. Qatar and Jordan earlier 
this year with the hope of convinc¬ 
ing these countries of establishing 
diplomatic relations with his coun¬ 
try especially after the Pretoria 
hud embarked on important steps 
to abolish apartheid 

Arab companies 
contact Israeli firm 

■ With no time to lose it seems 
that trade between Israel and some 
Arab states is starting in earnest. 
Al QuJs newspaper reported that a 
number of Arab countries have 
direct business dealings with His- 
reh. an Israeli agricultural com¬ 
pany. Quoting an Israeli paper that 
carried the report. Al Quds said 
agricultural companies in Jordan. 
Kuwait. UAE. Saudi Arabia and 
even Syria arc already making 
enquiries to the Israeli company 
v ia telephone. 

Tax revenues up from 
last year 

■ The Income Tax Dept, has col¬ 
lected JD 7.5 million from taxpay¬ 
ers last month compared to JD 6.1 
million collected in September last 
year, according to the Director of 
income Tax. Mr Mansour Hadda- 
din. He said that his depart men! 
has already collected JD 98.2 mil¬ 
lion since January and expects 
total collection to reach JD 120 
million by the end of the year. Mr 
Haddadin urged people to pay 
their tax on time lest they incur a 
fine as specified by the law and 
and said that those who cannot 
pay should go to the deportment to 
take advantage of easy payment 
schemes. 

Two new publications 
licensed 

■ Minister of Information Dr 
Maan Abu Nuwar has given the 
go-ahead to Mr Ayoub Al 
Momani to publish a specialized 
economic periodical called Al 
Fujer A! Arabi Al IqiisaJi. It will 
be pubhtharbin -both? ^Arabic • aotkj 

English“^^l»oim,wU*aJso.ijat 
its chief editor. The Cabinet also 
approved to license an Arabic 
political weekly. AI Sabeel . whose 


chief editor will be Mr Hilmi Al 
Asmar. 

Two Palestinian fronts 
to merge 

■ It seems that the two ideologi¬ 
cal enemies, the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
and the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP). 
after having split up back in 1969 
arc to merge again to fight the lat¬ 
est Gaza-Jericho accord signed 
last month between the PLO and 
Israel. Mr Tayseer Khatid. a polit- 
buro member of the DFLP told 

The Star that the central commit¬ 
tees of both fronts have taken a 
decision last Saturday to merge 
the two PLO groups as soon as 
possible. However. Mr Khalid 
said that the merger would come 
in stages, first between the polii- 
buros and the central committees, 
then continue to popular institu¬ 
tions before full fledged unity can 
lake place between the two fronts. 
The merger might be fine in the 
sense that it will build a strong and 
solid grassroots support base, but 
in relation to what? Will Dr 
George Habash (PFLP! and Mr 
NayelT Hawatmeh (DFLP) fight 
from the outside? The Gaza- 
Jericho deal is already signed and 
sealed and ready to be imple¬ 
mented and any real opposition 
will have to come from within a 
suggested Palestinian government 
and council whose headquarters 
will be in Jericho. 

WFP in Amman 

■ A World Food Program techni¬ 
cal team headed by Mr Bodo 
Hinze is in Amman for a three- 
week visit to assess the progress 
of the WFP-financed land recla¬ 
mation and highlands develop¬ 
ment program whose aim is to 
increase food production. The 
WFP team will study with the 
Ministry .of Agriculture the pros¬ 
pects of increasing finance for the 
five year program in Jordan and 
will introduce changes to it to pro¬ 
duce more effective results. Dur¬ 
ing the team's visit Mr Hinze said 
they will be meeting farmers 
involved in the development pro¬ 
jects in Irbid. Ajloun. Qura. Zerqa. 
fealt.- Ma'an. Tafil&fc antP.Karrf. 1 
Ministry of AgriBlillWe 

say the aim of the program is to 
develop agriculture. Mr Hinze 
says that WFP provides, food. 


labor expertise and equipment to 
people fanning their own land. So 
far 60 per cent of the 150.000 
dunums of land included in the 
project has been developed, said 
Mr Hinze. A total of 7500 land- 
owners will eventually benefit 
from the scheme. 

.Ejection box 

■r The final number of candidates 
that the Islamic Action Front 
UAF) is fielding to fight the 8 
November elections is 38. One of 
the IAF candidates. Dr Majed 
Khalifa, who was to run for the 
Amman first constituency has 
withdrawn his candidacy because 
he felt the Government should 
postpone the elections in Lhe light 
of the Gaza-Jericho agreement 
reached last month between the 
PLO and the Israelis. 

«r The number of registered vot¬ 
ers in the Zerqa constituency is 
192.930. according to its Governor 
Mr Misleh Al Tarawneh. He said 
that there will be 70 polling sta¬ 
tions comprising 344 voting 
boxes. The Zerqa electoral district 
has four Muslim seats, a fifth for 
the Shishan and Sharkas and the 
sixth is a Christian seat. 

«*• In the Karak constituency there 
are 84.559 registered voters who 
will vote to fill seven Muslim seats 
and two Christian ones. Already 
there are 60 prospective candi¬ 
dates from the southern govemo- 
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rate who will be standing for. the 
elections in November. 

«•* The Progress and Justice Party 
is still to make up its mind on the 
number of candidates it will be 
fielding in the next elections. 

*■ Those planing to run for elec¬ 
tions will have to register at their 
various constituency headquarters 
next week and will have to pay a 
registration fee of JD 500. The fee 
is non -re fundable. 

Music next week 

■ The Amman Players Orchestra, 
in cooperation with the Ministry 
of Culture, will hold Jordan's First 
Music Week on Saturday between 
9 and 14 October at the Royal 
Culture Center. The program will 
kick off on Saturday a 11 am with 
a seminar on "Music in the lives 
of individuals." Later that evening 
the Amman Players' Orchestra 
will present their first show under 
its musical director. Mr Seif El 
Deen Abdoon. On Sunday at 8 pm 
there will be a piano recital by the 
French pianist Raymond Alessan¬ 
dria. On Monday evening a num¬ 
ber of Jordanian soloists will play 


different musical instruments. On 
Tuesday.. the Royal Jordanian 
Folklore troupe will present tradi¬ 
tional dances and sketches. On 
Wednesday there is a chance to 
see Jordan's military band. The 
week's activities will be concluded 
Thursday evening with a presenta¬ 
tion by the Al Hanooni Folklore 
Troupe. 

New Palestine 
delegation to be 
formed 

■ Political advisor to PLO Presi¬ 
dent Yasser Arafat, Dr Nafril. 
Shaath, has said that the- Palestine 
Central Council (PCC), which wiU 
meet in Tunis next week. wiD 
choose'a new ^Palestinian delega¬ 
tion to the Washington peace 
talks. Dr Shaath told Al Quds 
newspaper that the delegation 
members will be drawn from tech¬ 
nical backgrounds. 

ESCWA holds expert 
group meeting 

■ The United Nations Economic 
and Social Commission for West¬ 
ern Asia (ESCWA) will hold an 


When 'mix and pour' is not good enough 

Continued from page 1 


This disturbing pattern of pes¬ 
ticide misuse is not confined to 
Jordan. Speakers from Syria, 
Egypt, Turkey, Lebanon and 
the West Bank reported the 
same situation. And in the case 
or the West Bank and Lebanon 
the problems of misuse are com¬ 
pounded by political conditions. 

Throughout the civil war, and 
even today, Lebanon has been 
an open market for pesticides 
imports with no restrictions on 
imports or use. According to Ms 


Bank is also exacerbated by 
political factors according to Dr 
Ram/i Sansour of the Center 
for Environment & Occupa¬ 
tional Health Sciences at Bir 
Zeit University. These include 
the inability of tbe Palestinians 
to control the import of pesti¬ 
cides, a complete absence of any 
extensions services to help' edu¬ 
cate farmers on correct han¬ 
dling of pesticides, no labelling 
of products in Arabic and the 
absence of local laboratories for 


Linda Kfoury of the Lebanese testing pesticide residues. 
University, Lebanon "bas'd btiH ^ A i cdqrin6b1& I tura''or Att.dftxil-?'. 1 “ 
Dchofatettnd'we use it badl«r a trieS, v file' tiddtibfe 1 * 11 
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FOOD, FUN AND ENTERTAINMENT 
THE FRIDAY BRUNCH AT THE MARRIOTT 


Join the Brunch Bunch 
and bring the whole 
My b\ family to the Marriott 

fyHotel where you can 
- enjoy a spectacular 

^ feast every Friday from 

noon to 4:00 pm. From 
traditional arabic food, to a 
huge selection of International 
dishes, we have it all. Not 

. forgetting of course live 

I music. Relax and enjoy. 

1 Your children will be 

" entertained by our clown 

offering free Coca-Cola 
drinks and gifts. Children under 
one meter tall eat for free . 

Price: JD 9.750 including service charge 
and tax. 

Children: Half price. 


tiddes vkfaich have long' been 
banned elsewhere are in com¬ 
mon use and fanners know little 
about what they are using or 
how to apply it correctly. The 
result is insect resistance to 
many pesticides, pesticide resi¬ 
dues on fruit and vegetables, 
environmental damage and 
health problems for the 
farmers. 

Ms Kfoury attended the 
Amman meeting in the hope of 
raising awareness in Lebanon or 
tbe problem. 

The situation in the West 


situation is the absence of good 
systematic information services 
which help fanners to make 
informed decisions on the selec¬ 
tion and use of pesticides. 

The Amman seminar did not 
however offer just a litany of 
woes. As important as the expo¬ 
sition or the current situation 
were presentations on better use 
of existing chemical methods of 
pest control and on non- 
che mi cal alternatives. 

These included a paper on a 
successful extension program 
carried out by the Bir Zeit Cen¬ 


tre winch has led to some West 
Bank formers cutting their use 
of pesticides by 50-70 percent 

Also there was a presentation 
by French expert Mr Jean 
Qande Onfllon of the system of 
integrated pest control which is 
increasingly being used in West¬ 
ern Europe. . 

The system has three main 
dements, the breeding of dis- 1 
ease resistant plant varieties, the 
use of biological or microbiolog¬ 
ical agents to fight pests and the 
nse of bumble bees as a natural^ 

>Ln 

tidde use & unavoidable, sden-' 
lists are looking for more selec¬ 
tive active ingredients which are 
low in residues, less dangerous 
for beneficial Insects and less 
likely to affect the normal 
growth mechanis m is pests. 

Integrated pest control 
demands more of the fanner 
than " mil and pour" approach 
now commonly used wife pesti- 
ddes but it also offers safer, 
more effective and cheaper pest 
control which they are likely to 
adopt if proper information is 
made available. B 


CYPRUS AIRWAYS 

Cyprus Airways announces its two weekly 
flights from/to Lamaca as part of its winter 
schedule effective 5 November 1993 as follows: 



FRIDAY 

LARNACA 20,10 

SATURDAY 

AMMAN 11,40 


AMMAN 21*35 


SUNDAY 

LARNAGA 18,15 

AMMAN 19,40 

SUNDAY 

AMMAN 20,25 

LARNACA 22^10 


AMMAN 

Harriott 


For information and reservation 
Tel: 660100 


For reservations and information callryour travel agent or 
general sales agent/Jordan; ’ * • 

PETRA TRAVEL & TOURISM CO ; : 0 fff -fe 
PETRATOURS 


Shmeisani/close to Commodor Hotel,; 
Tel:670493/670449 Fax 681402 
Amman/Jordan 


Export Group .Meeting o n toe 
Assessment of Policies and Pro¬ 
grams of Rural Development m 
the ESCWA countries, ill-14 
October) al ihe Philadelphia Hotel 
in Amman. 

During the meeting, experts rep¬ 
resenting 13 ESCWA member 
countries will adopt proposals and 
recommendations regarding the 
improvement of rural development 
policies and programs, develop a 
formula for coordination among 
regional organizations operating in 
Western Asia and improve the 
means of -cooperation between 
them and the national institutions 
involved in rural development 
activities in the ESCWA region. 
The meeting will review national 
experiences in planning and imple¬ 
mentation of rural development 
programs in ESCWA countries. 

The main emphasis of the work¬ 
ing documients- will .be on rural 
development planning methodol¬ 
ogy and methods of policy formu¬ 
late; the structure of rural develop¬ 
ment institutions; a follow-up of 
rural development projects and 
their evolution and public partici¬ 
pation in the preparation of rural 
development programs and the 
integration of women in rural 
development. 

Leftists parties 

Continued from page 1 

While they are cautious in the 
short-term, the progressive par¬ 
ties are,optimistic that as the 
process of democratization con¬ 
tinues they- will benefit from a 
gradual erosion of support for 
the Islamists. Says' the. JPDP’s 
All Amer, “many of those who " 
voted [loir the Islamists ] In the 
last election? have come to 
rethink their potation.” The 
IAF,. he says, does not have a 
realistic program to address 
Jordan's ills, and thus in the 
long ran does not represent a 

fteBTOSS Hu IV 

i ww amra •vh til -"no ; .4qy5 H 


delegation 

by '..Mir--'- Anla _ M 
Mesartwhiler-4he 
m prfings - rof the . ^ 

foUkswill beheWbeforefiw? 
end this month'to Tunis. 

Jordan's delegation ante #£[.. 
headed by Mr MwwfoiwJ 
din. ' ~- 7 ' '■ \ ' r 


■ Former Primes Minister 
•Sharif ZaW Ben Shaker^; 
expected to be 

i'sehibr position wiflifetfif;' 
coming two weeks, 77Hr S,%*v 
has learned. '• . : 


Mayor of Amman—interview 

Continued front page 3/ 


, bon and it is raised through taxes 
and we get nothing, from .the Gov¬ 
ernment. Our budget is. raised 
■from levying fee&on services. . 

What about the endemic prob¬ 
lem of downtown; the traffic 
jams and narrow roads? - 

Again tbe problem in downtown 
originates to the lack of planning 
in. the past. Tbe whole area in the 
valley from tbe' Hashemite Square 
to Mahata to!, Ras El Ain to 
Abdoun stould'have been bought 
back when prices were low. We 
have expropriated some and left 
some, which is now worth a lot of 
money beyond GAM'S capabili¬ 
ties, As to Ras Al Ein and Al 
Muhajireen we have decided to 
expropriate and we will have 50 to 
60 dunums there to be used as 
parks and bazaars, and a building 
for GAM since we don't own one. 
We pay JD 1000 daily aS rent for 
the present location, about JD 


350.000 annually for a three- 
storey building. 

How will Amman took'tike in r 
the year 2000? 

Cleaner, larger by at least 40 
percent and greener because I 
want to plant one million trees 
next year, and definitely more • 
secure. ■ 


CANADIAN IMMIGRA¬ 
TION obtain an immigrant visa 
For yourself and your depen-, 
dents by investing $CDN : 
250.000 for 5 years or by quali¬ 
fying under Self Employed or 
Entrepreneur categories of the 
Canadian Government Business 
Immigration Program. Call or 
write C.Neale Associates Lira: 
ited, 1656 Robie Street, Hali¬ 
fax, Nova Soctia B3H 3E7, r 
Canada. Tel (902) 885-3364 
Fax (902) 885-3171 (24 hours) * 



Petra Tours 


The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
- ' . and 

’ The Cultural Service of The French Embassy 
.present. 

PIERRE FRANCK & ALFRED HERZOG 

• _ **; ‘ . •. . In a 

V . Wota & Piano Recital ' 

( r.- ^aturday. -lB O^ 1993, at£:00 p.m. 
v "the Royal dujturai Centre - Main Theater 

* The program includes pieces by Mozart 
■;-;VO' Schumann, and.Schubert ? : 

. Tickets for 5 each are available at* 


• ,-: The Royaf Cufturaf Centra, Tef. 669026 
'- Ftomero Restaurant Tel 644227 
FNladaJpNa Hotel; Te{ 663100 
^^fl ^ttonalMuBfc CorKervatDfy.Tel. €87620 ~ 
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Dr Mamdouh Abadi: 



A mayor who wants to build 
bridges with the people 


Real Politick! 

By accepting to meet with Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres at 
the White House, at the request of US President Bill Clinton, HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan has used a valuable chance to reassert Jordan's 
policy principles and explain Amman's perception of the peace pro¬ 
cess, without actually making any compromises. Forget about 
"breaking the psychological barrier" jargon. Prince Hassan's Wash¬ 
ington visit and his meeting with a senior Israeli official signals the 
leadership's determination to play real politick In a world environ¬ 
ment that is changing very quickly. Israeli news agencies reported 
earlier last week that Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin had met 
with His Majesty King Hussein. Both Israel and Jordan denied the 
meeting had taken place. 

While Peres talked about economic cooperation between Jordan 
and Israel as if peace had been reached and all outstanding problems 
were solved. Prince Hassan talked about the basic rights of people in 
the region and of world commitment to international principles. 

Jordan wanted to draw Washington's attention to the ftcr that it 
has its own independent policy and that the recent developments on 
the PalesUnian-lsraeli front do not necessarily affect her own priori¬ 
ties, rights and concerns. 

Among these concerns is the matter of compensations for Jordan 
for its important role in absorbing the over 1.5 miltinn Palestine refu¬ 
gees since 1948 with little outside help. Another concern is Jordan's 
struggle to free itself from the burden of foreign debt, estimated at 
about $6 billion. 

Jordan is an important regional player and will continue to be. It 
has a case to make and should make it independently now that the 
Palestinians' representative has been recognized by the United States 
and Israel and could speak directly on its citizens' behalf. Some 
neighbors will attempt to discredit Jordan for following such an inde¬ 
pendent and pragmatic line, but they must know by now that Jordan 
will not do anything that will jeopardize the rights of the Palestinians 
or the rest of the Arabs. 

Vote onc& vote twice, vote regularly! 

Ministry of Interior, gearing for the 8 November elections, has 
announced that it had discovered between 40,000 to 50,000 repeated 
names in the registered voters' list It-said that it is updating the final 
list by computer to eliminate such repetitions in order to prevent vot¬ 
ers from voting more than one time. That’s good news, but what 
does that tell you about the last elections, before computers were 
introduced? May be it's better not to boast about accuracy rates in 
elections and just promise to do a good job. 

JTV—spelling right 

We think that JTV is dcang its best to upgrade the quality of its news ; 
bulletins. News directors and producers should aspire to be original, 
but not at the expense of the English language. Last week, the Eng¬ 
lish News at Ten had two backdrop slides with outrageous spelling 
mistakes. One was about an explosion that took place in Britain. The 
word on the.Tackfixip gra^rid was "Explotion". In the sa me news 
hulletin, a map of India was shown in the background with the word 
"Earthquak". obviously meaning earthquake. Typing errors happen 
all the time as we all know but come on. JTV...spell properly. 


Editor's Note: Dr Mamdouh A1 
Abadi, the present mayor of 
Amman is a medical doctor by 
profession. Born in Amman in 
1943, he graduated in 1966 from 
the University of IstanbnL As 
well as having an optical cfinic 
in Amman he has long been in 
the public eye. In 1982 he was a 
member of die National Consul¬ 
tative Council, and member and 
former president of the Jordan 
Medical Association. In 1991 he 
was a minister of health. He 
tnltwl to The Star’s Dr Marwan 
AJ Asmar and Raed A1 Abed 
about The Greater Amman 
Municipality. Excerpts follow 

What is your philosophy as a 
mayor for the nation's capital 
and how do you see your role 
and that of the Greater Amman 
Municipality? 

...we are still lagging behind in 
our understanding of the meaning 
of municipalities worldwide. In 
other words, the concerns of 
municipalities abroad is much 
wider that it is in Jordan. My phi¬ 
losophy is based on short and long 
term objectives. On the short ran it 
is to keep Amman clean, to main¬ 
tain roads and to develop existing 
services, especially paries and play¬ 
grounds. As to the long term 
objectives, we should remember 
that West Amman was built on 
agricultural land thai has been 
destroyed and turned into residen¬ 
tial areas....so my long term objec¬ 
tive is an organizational one_.to 
protect the rural parts of Greater 
Amman bice villages along the air¬ 
port road where farmland still 
exists. We will limit development 
there to four or ten dunums only. 
This applies to Southern Amman 
too. Also—east of the highway belt 
[Zerqa highway] where I hope an 
industrial/labor city will be set up. 
The second element involves traf¬ 
fic studies because we are in the 
beginning of Amman's traffic cri¬ 
sis and not in the middle of it. If 
we do not take measures now, 
Amman will become like other 
capitals plagued with huge traffic 
problems. 

How large is A jgiinan today?. . ( , 

Geographical^ 5-o^upies-.5()0- ^ 

-square kilometers; tire old capital ■ 
was only 100 sq. km. but the 
planned [zoned] part of the city is 
only 250 sq. km and the rest is not 


zoned. We need to work hard to 
zone the remaining 250 sq. km- 
Amman is divided into 20 dis¬ 
tricts, ten of which have been 
marked and the other ten will be 
marked in three months. 

What is GAM’s priority in 
terms of infrastructural pro¬ 
jects, roads, public paries and 
other amenities? 

1 have focused on the eastern 
parts of Amman . For asp halting 
the roads in 1993 we have set 
aside JD 6 million—next year this 
figure will jump to JD 8 million. 
This will include opening up new 
roads and restoring others 
because they need to be main¬ 
tained every five years... in 
Amman we have a delapidated 
water network and water seepage 
is destroying our roads. But since 
the water problems is in the hand 
of the Water and Sewage Author¬ 
ity...municipalities should be 
responsible for water, electricity 
and sewage so it could control 

thing s. 

You have tried to set up a 
democratic structure of com¬ 
munications between yourself 
and the citizens of Amman. 
How successful was this 
system? 

Since I took office I wanted to 
keep in touch with residents so I 
can see things on the ground and 
not from my office. Every week I 
visit two districts. I visit the dis¬ 
trict accompanied by its director 
and a team of administrators and 
technic ians. I am briefed on tile 
district's problems and then 1 
make a field trip to see for myself 
and then we hold an open meet¬ 
ing where residents can express 
themselves and talk about their 
problems. That's how I form a 
comprehensive picture. Then I 
...study these with my team and 
the information is then stored in 
computers...[after] my visits to 
the 20 districts I would have had 
a complete and accurate picture. I 
plan to visit the same districts 
again and inform the residents of 
what I can do and what I can't do 
in relation to our facilities and 
financialglides. This is bow 1 
ibmjjtbnjgjs wiih'p^let TJiave 
called Tor the formation of popu¬ 
lar committees in each district to 
meet regularly with district direc¬ 
tors, [that is how] we keep an eye 


on what's going on. I am 
discussing a strategic plan 
with district directors and 
departmental heads. 

How do you feel about 
the tact that you are 
appointed to this posi¬ 
tion and not elected by 
the people yon are sup¬ 
posed to serve? 

Legally speaking, when 
the Greater Amman 
Municipality was formed 
out of the merger of dis¬ 
tricts, it was given a 
period of four years to 
hold elections for half of 
GAM'S 50 council mem¬ 
bers. The other half com¬ 
prising of ministry offi- AtAhadi 
dais, under secretaries, 
directors of public trans¬ 
port, electricity, housing 
and others are appointed. We are 
different from other municipali¬ 
ties, in size to say the least. The 
grace period will end by the end 
of 1994 and the Prime Ministry 
will dedde whether to hold elec¬ 
tions for half of the council mem¬ 
bers or to make another extension. 

At any rate since the Government 
can appoint 25 of the 50 mem¬ 
bers, the mayor can either be 
elected or appointed. 

One of tiie major problems 
faced by GAM Is to keep op 
with Amman’s expansion. Do 
yon think that GAM has failed 
in p lanning ahead? 

The way I see it. 1 don't think 
that there are parities in the stan¬ 
dard of services offered through¬ 
out the city's districts. The differ¬ 
ence is that there are less 
fortunate areas with small house¬ 
holds. Also the climate in East 
A mman differs from that of West 
A mman. We have zoning stan¬ 
dards; areas designated as A Rea- , 
dential. B. C and D. A, mpjim; that 
tiie actual building must occupy j 
no more than 36 percent of the i 
land's area and the rest is a gar- | 
den, but that rate may jump to 60 | 

percent in D Residential. In poor ] 
areas you cannot be expected to { 
enforce A Residential codes. Peo¬ 
ple are poor and land is expen- - 
•.(STVCiOn the contrary you should - | 
allow poor people to bin Id over' ', 
100 percent of their land. I would 
say that in many aspects East 
Amman enjoys better road main- 



Palestinian industry on display in Jordan! 
Under the patronage of HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the 
first Jor dan i an international exhibition, Petra I, will be 
held between 17 and 22 October at the International Fair¬ 
grounds in Marj AJ Ham am. Hilun at International and 
the Amman Chamber of Commerce are the organizers of 
the trade exhibition. This exhibition promises to be a 
great success attracting wide international participation. 
Banking on his previous successes in trade exhibitions in 
Egypt, Mr Walid Hikmat of Hikmat International, has 
promised a world standard exhibition different than any 
of what has been launched in Jordan before. Twenty in¬ 
dustrial companies from the Occupied Territories have al¬ 
ready said through their respective Chambers of Trade 
and Industry that they trill participate in the exhibition. 
This means that Jordanian companies will for the first 
time have contact with companies in the West Bank and 
Gaza and obtain first hand information about the state of 
industry and agriculture over the Jordan River and may 
open greater channels of cooperation for the peace era. 


tenance. but the press does not 
notice these facts. 

You talked earlier about resi¬ 
dential expansion at the expanse 
of agricultural land. How would 
you control this phenomenon? 

Agricultural areas in West 
Amman have been destroyed. 
There are no more farmland there. 
We cannot restore it. I can't pre¬ 
vent someone who owns 10 
dunums of agricultural land close 
to a residential area not to sell it 
for millions.... The problem began 
tens of years ago. but 1 can protect 
certain agricultural lands where 
we can limit zoning to 10 or four 
dunums. 


Where is Jordan's telephone directory? 

According to the Telecommunication Corp. (TCQ of Jor¬ 
dan, the 1993 telephone directory has not passed the test 
and was not received as a result In addition to about 6 
different tender violations, the paper weight exceeded 
what was specified in the tender agreement with A1 Na- 
monthajia Printing Company and as a result the contract 
was called off. "But using heavier paper was a sign of 
good will on our port," said Mr Hassan Sh'habi, general 
manager of AI Namonthajia to The Star. The company 
wiU not get its one nriffion dinars in payment for printing 
the directory and stands to loose another JD186 thousand 
of performance bond—the amount paid to the TCC to se¬ 
cure the tender—as a result Other problems were paper 
color, printing and line justification. But the case against 
Al Namonthajia may not stand the scrutiny of the judicial 
system, according to its General Manager. He said that 
his company has the signatures of all concerned TCC offi¬ 
cials on the preliminary prototypes delivered for approval 
and test certificates from professionals in the field includ¬ 
ing the Royal Scientific Society saying that the TCC's 
charges were unfounded. The latest charge by the TCC is 
about content: Some telephone numbers and member 
names were not correct in the book—even the name of the 
Public Relations Manager of the printing house was mis¬ 
spelled. "But the TCC can't blame ns for their errors," 
said Mr Sh'habi to The Star. He said that before printing 
we sent the films to tiie TCC for final inspection and re¬ 
ceived them back with their seal of approval. Though AI 
Namonthajia made an initial attempt to have the Higher 
Coart of Justice deliberate on tiie case, it failed earlier 
this year, bnt the lower coarts have accepted the case. The 
printing house has made a good public relations campaign 
in the national media and las tried to solicit His Majesty's 
arbitration. Its latest PR campaign has been to publish a 
letter this week to which the TCCgave no response: "We 
Have offered the TCC^to distribute the 200,000 directories 
before a court decision 1 is reached because otherwise tiie 
directory's papier may spoil in our warehouses and that is 
a substantial national waste," Mr Sh'habi said. 


How many are in GAM'S 
employment today and what are 
you doing to rid GAM from 
over bureaucracy and red tape? 

Bureaucracy exists everywhere 
iu the Third World and GAM is 
part of Jordan which is port of the 
Third World. We can wily elimi¬ 
nate bureaucracy by changing 
laws and regulations in order to 
have administrative reform. The 
fact that certain applications have 
to pass to 26 employees for signa¬ 
ture is created by laws and regu¬ 
lations...some going back to the 
Ottoman days. 

Tdd .us, about GAM's,... 
finance^, its aapual budget and-;it,- 
deficits-. 

Our budget is about JD 64 mil- 

Continued on page 2 


Under the Patronage of His Royal Highness 

Prince Hassan Bin Talal 

Invites you to participate in 

Jordan International Trade Fair 


PS'TfKlA 


From 17 to 22 October 1993 
Amman International Fair erounds-N 


Organized by HIKMAT International 

Tel: 676701/692536 
Fax: 671691/692491 
Telex: 22330 
P.O. Box 925028 Amman 
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Jordan delivers its message 

HIS ROYAL Highness Crown Prince Hassan's visit to Washington, his meetings with 
President Clinton and Israeli Foreign Minister Peres, his talks with World Bank offi¬ 
cials and his impressive speech before the United Nations General Assembly point to a 
pragmatic and forceful drive by Jordan to reassert its role as a key regional player. 

The Prince’s US visit has demonstrated that Jordan has a distinct role and message 
both in the region and as a member of the world community. It also highlights the new 
features of its independent foreign policy action. This independence is espoused by an 
essential philosophy based on libertarianism, humanistic internationalism and coopera¬ 
tion between nations of the world. 

The linchpin to this philosophy is political and economic development, two essential 
factors for growth, prosperity and regional security. 

This is the basic message which Prince Hassan has conveyed in his speech to the 
United Nations. He said that political and economic developments were based on an¬ 
other crucial attribute in this part of the region, something which has far reaching ef¬ 
fects for the rest of the world and that is peace. Peace, an almost metaphysical phrase, 
long dominated the Arab mind and long sought after in the region is finally making 
history. 

This does not mean that it has arrived; we are merely on its threshold. As the Prince 
said wc have a long way to go, a lot of difficult and complex problems to solve and 
iron out but at least we have an opportunity and a light can be seen at the end of a long 
and a very narrow tunnel that is paved with risk and uncertainties. 

But in order to keep this momentum going, we have to build on a long cherished 
idea! to break borders and to establish trust and cooperation between the rich and poor, 
between the week and mighty and between those who have and the dispossessed. Trust 
must be an operative word, a moment in time to build bridges between the developed 
countries and the less developed. 

But we must be careful and cautious. This is the world that is dominated by a single 
superpower; the world of bipolarity has long gone and the West has had to find another 
culprit to blame for the ills of this world. In today's case that culprit is Islam. 

The Prince said that Islam must not be portrayed or stereotyped in a negative and sin¬ 
ister manner because it would cut and hamper the very notion of cooperation during 
this period of peacemaking. 

This region is embarking on a new period, never experienced before and filled with 
-Ai~h hn j^^nnri^prrpccrari ons. .and aigit is- neste d today is v isions of courage-foF4he-" 
. long roaoThailies ahead. Jordan Is probably the only Arab eertinrry with sticMisipfl. J 
In the lack dTArab coordination and cooperation, the'Jordaniari stand cornes~as a so 2 ’ ' 
bering reminder both to the Arabs and to the rest of the world. Those who believe that 
Jordan has been marginalized should think again. 

Jordan has showed that it can contribute to a peaceful Middle East Today ir is a bea¬ 
con of democracy and moderation in a region that has had more than its fair share of 
autocracy and upheaval. Prince Hassan has demonstrated that Jordan has a message 
which is worth listening to. It is this message that Jordan has harbored for many years 
which requires world backing and support.® 




9 President Mubarak of 
Egypt won an easy third 
term in office in last Mon¬ 
day's presidential referen¬ 
dum. Interior Minister 
Hassan AI Alfi announced 
that the president swept to 
a new six-year term with 
the backing of more than 
96 percent of the electo¬ 
rate. Mr Mubarak was the 
only candidate who was 
proposed by the Egyptian 
parliament. Sixteen million 
votes were cast for the 
president and almost three 
million abstained. Howev¬ 
er, Mr Mubarak faces in¬ 
creasing opposition from 
the muslim fundamental¬ 
ists who arc threatening to 
topple his government un¬ 
less their demand for a 
democratic change in the 
country's political system 
arc met. 
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By Dr Nabil £3 Sherif 

JORDANIAN NEWSPAPERS 
have taken a major step forward 
since the introduction of democ¬ 
racy in 1989; the confidence 
between the people and newspa¬ 
pers that was marginalized during 
the pre-democracy era has now 
begun to be restored. The new 
Press and Publication Law passed 
last May has given new impetus 
and dynamism to journalistic writ¬ 
ings in the country. 

Newspapers, however, are still 
not able to live up to readers' 
expectations. A "psychological 
barrier" still hinders die ability of 
many reporters and editors to 
make use of the new atmosphere 
of relative freedom. After decades 
of government control, newspa¬ 
permen are still not able to take a 
balanced or middle-of-the-road 
approach. The official line still 
lurks at the back of journalists' 
minds when writing a report or an 
article. 

Some journalists even have 
doubts about the durability of the 
democratic process believing it is 
only temporary and that the cur¬ 
tain will fall putting an end to 
what they see as merely an 
extended show of democratic 
theatrics. 

It would be an unfair to say, 
however, that newspapers in Jor¬ 
dan have not benefited from this 
new atmosphere of relative free¬ 
dom. Aggressive and daring 
reporting of local and international 
events is beginning to take place. 
And while investigative reporting 
is still in its infancy, there are indi¬ 
vidual cases where reporters and 
editors seem to be more confident 
and relaxed about using their 
newly-found powers. 

In some cases this confidence 
and relaxation seems to have been 
carried too far in an attempt by 
journalists to test the limits of the 
Government's endurance and its 
willingness to implement the 
wide-ranging set of penalties 
spelled out in the new Press and 
Publication Law. One weekly 
newspaper carried a front-page 
headline alleging that the southern 
region of the country was on the 
verge of another popular mutiny 
similar to the one that broke out in 
1989. Another published a three- 
part series on what it described as 


Print media in Jordan: 

Pan Arabism 
and 




"the third sex" [homosexuals] in 
Amman with sensational descrip¬ 
tive analysis of their favorite 
hang-outs and even the prices they 
charge. 

The Government's reaction was 
tolerant and moderate in many 
cases. Polite but firm letters were 
sent to the newspapers and maga¬ 
zines that were thought to have 
violated the law, but nothing more 
was done against these 
publications. 

The current outlook of the busi¬ 
ness side of Jordanian journalism 
is promising. Some estimates indi¬ 
cate that the advertisement vol¬ 
ume has gone up in Jordanian 
newspapers by 30 percent over the 
past two years. Some newspapers 
like Ad Dustour and AL Rai have 
felt compelled to update their tech¬ 
nical facilities, and to computerize 
their whole operation in order to 
meet the fast growing demand of 
both readers and advertisers. In 
order to meet the huge demand of 
advertisers, Al Rai is published in 
two sections daily with the adver¬ 
tisement portion far exceeding the 
internationally-accepted levels. 

It is clear that the business com¬ 
munity in Jordan is beginning to 
become conscious, probably for 
the first time, of the importance 
and validity of advertising . There 
is a new and feverish competition 
between people in the business 
community that can be sera in 
that new intense rivalry between 
Pepsi and Coca Cola to win the 
heart (and money) of the consu¬ 
mer. The war between these two 
giants has been raging all over die 


world for' decades, but it 'has 
finally reached Jordan with the 
recent introduction of Coca Cola 
to the Jordanian market following 
the lifting of the boycott against it. 


. .. also opens the way for some long 
-sought stability in the region, and 
the future of a prosperous business 
in Jordanian media appears prorn- 
-isingTn view of the fact that Pal- 



When Pepsi was the sole into 1 - . 
national soft-drink distributor in 
the country it rarely-felt the need 
to advertise. But with Coca Cola’s 
thunder-like emergence in the 
market, the whole attitude of Pepsi 
changed overnight and immedi¬ 
ately took an aggressive promo¬ 
tional posture. .... 

This is just one-example of what 
the relaxed and "open-inarkeC pol- . 
icy has in store for Jordanian 
media on the business side. 

The recent Gaza-Jericho First 
agreement between the Palestine 
liberation Organization and Israel * 


.estinian newspapers that are'pub¬ 
lished now have not been able to 
reach an acceptable level of techni¬ 
cal or editorial development 
because of decades of military 
occupation, Jordanian newspapers 
are Kkely to find a lucrative mar¬ 
ket in the now-Palestinian Occu¬ 
pied Territories, especially in Jeri¬ 
cho and Gaza at the initial stage. 
Because of their pan-Arab iden¬ 
tity, independence and pro- 
Palestinian tine, Jordanian newspa¬ 
pers will be able to successfully 
compete in the Palestinian market 
Democracy,- along with the inde- 
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tion seems to be . 

danian newspapers^ be 
capitalize oa. thmr t 
nationalist stand and fee* plofc* 
sional and liberal idenoty. 

Even the stand Joreteraao-heto^. 
papers took against antaj *** 
Sot of the Gulf crisis wAApcr. 
opposition to the destruction *.*. r 
Arab country and the usurpation; 
of Arab oil may turn into an *S?S; 
for these newspapers- 
dust of the current Arab disagree---. 

mentsettles. - •. 

Meanwhile, the business ^de of 
the Jordanian press, especially 
the two major Arabic dailies ..As, 
Dustour and Ar Rai. is boonung. 
The advertisement space in these 
newspapers range from 8 to 3r- 
pages daily- . . . . . 

Some licenses have been given 
to individuals and companies *) 
publish new dailies and weeklies 
but none of the dailies will be able - 
to successfully compete withi At 
Rai or Ad Dustour during the first, 
couple of years at least. Two neur 
advertisement dailies that dis¬ 
tributed free have recently, - 
appeared on the newsstands, and a 

third advertisement weekly will be-, 
launched soon. . . . 

This constant competition in me 
Jordanian press on the business _ 
side indicates that many investors 
are betting on a prosperous future 
for Jordanian newspapers and 
media outlets. ■ 

Dr El Sherif, Chief Editor of Ad 
Dustour Arabic daily, contrib¬ 
uted this paper, under die tide 
of "The New Media Scene", to* 
conference on Jordan's Eco¬ 
nomic Perspectives, held last - 
month in Amman.. 




The Jordanian elections: 
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By Dr Marwan Al Asmara 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein's 
decision to hold the elections on 
time has ended weeks of specula¬ 
tion about their postponement and 
puts Jordanian politics back on 
course with the target of electing a 
new Parliament on 8 November. 
The talk of postponement, not 
helped by a Government that gave 
every indications that it would 
delay the elections, has created 
two schools of thought 

One school had argued that it is 
necessary to postpone the elec¬ 
tions because of the Gaza-Jericho 
deal, which was signed between 
the PLO and the Israelis on 13 
September. The agreement is seen 
as opening up a Pandora's Box for 
Jordanians and Palestinians, in 
addition to the challenges it poses 
regarding Jordan's foreign and 
security policies and the question 
of refugees. 

Dr Mustapha Hamarneh, direc¬ 
tor of the Center for Strategic 
Studies at the University of Jor¬ 
dan, says that because of these 
factors the polls should be post¬ 
poned for a "year or even two" to 
see the final outcome of the Pales¬ 
tinian-Israeli talks and the peace 
process. Dr Hamarneh says that 
holding the elections would only 
split the country and divide the 
new Parliament between those 
who favor the peace treaty with 
Israel and those who are against it 
and "overshadowing" every other 
important issue. 

The political scientist was not 
alone in echoing such views. Cen¬ 
trist and right wing pro- 
Govemment parties, like the 
Progress and Justice Party and the 
Motherland Party, also believe 
that elections should be postponed 
until the political situation is 
clearer. Some, like the Popular 
Unionist (Unionists) Party, 
believe that putting the polls off 
for a limited period would not 
affect the democratic process. 

Bur ir is precisely because of 
this lost point that raiders of the 
second school of thought are wor¬ 
ried. Indeed proponents of this 
school like Toujan Feisal, a 
woman prospective Parliamentary 
candidate, in addition to leftists, 
nationalists and Baathists, argue 
exactly the opposite. They reel 
that it is because national crucial 
decisions relating to peace with 
the Israelis and other Arab coun¬ 
tries have to be taken in the very 
near future that a newly elected 
Parliament is needed. 

The Jordanian state and more 
broadly the Arab world are enter¬ 
ing on a potentially new era and 
treading on new, unfamili ar and 
untested grounds. Arabs will have 
to reformulate prevailing ideolo¬ 
gies rad dogmas that have long 
been in circulation. 

After 11 rounds of peace talks, 
Arabs and Israelis have only just 
begun their long, tedious and 
steep climb, to a hill that is paved 
with risk and danger, for the 
Arabs and Palestinians in particu¬ 
lar, and which may not lead to the 






A sitting in the lost Parliament 

promised land but to disappoint¬ 
ment. Nevertheless, they must try 
rad the Gaza-Jericho deal is only 
the beginning even to Jordanians 
who signed there "agenda" with 
the Israelis. 

The Jordanians will now have to 
move firmly and diligently to dis¬ 
cuss basic and fundamental issues, 
normal between states within the 
international system. Political 
issues would have to deal not only 
with diplomatic relations, the set¬ 
ting up of embassies and the 
exchange of ambassadors, but also 
with questions of territories and of 
borders. Before, the Israelis had 
no defined borders giving alarm to 
the notion that Israel does have an 
underlining policy of expansion¬ 
ism. Now surrounding countries 
can feel relaxed, however, tempo¬ 
rarily this may be. Jordanians will 
have to brace themselves for see¬ 
ing Israelis for the first time in 
their country and likewise for 
Israelis, because the free move¬ 
ment of people will be very much 
on the minds of negotiators. 

Other issues that will have to be 
discussed are economic ones such 
as trade, cooperation, bilateral rad 
multilateral agreements. In this 
respect Israel is looking forward 
to a large Arab market, one where 
extensive negotiations would have 
to take place, especially in view of 
the fact that Israel has a stronger 
productive base than other Arab 
countries. Water is another crucial 
issue that Jordanian peace negotia¬ 
tors would have to go into. Israel. 
presently diverts water for its own 
use from the Yarmouk and Jordan 
rivers and some form of an agree¬ 
ment regarding this would have to -j 
Jbe reached between these' 
countries. 

These issues mean that the Jor¬ 
danian state is embarking on a 
new era of negotiations that must 
have popular will and national 
backing. No Jordanian Govern¬ 
ment should be-put in a position 
where it has to make decisions 
that would ultimately affect the 
destiny of the nation without hav¬ 
ing the national popular will 
behind it That is why a newly 
elected national Parliament -is. 


essential first rad foremost to 
unite and cement national popular 
opinion behind it and to demon-, 
strate resolve at a critical point in 
tire nation's history. 

Besides these barics, it is impor¬ 
tant to hold elections simply for 
tire sake of democracy. Since 1989 
Jordan has embarked on a funda¬ 
mental transformation of its poKti- 


is imperative That it /should con¬ 
tinue along that path, if it wants to 
reap the fruits of tire, previous four 
years, that of political evolution 
and economic developnretu. . 

Participation, political pluralism 
and tire development of demo¬ 
cratic institutions can. only go for¬ 
ward and flourish if there is a 
basic dynamism within. the demo¬ 
cratic system," that of free elections 
and free speech, two essential lib¬ 
erties that safeguard the system 
and give it its most vital elements; 
that of change, .renewal and-vital¬ 
ity,. Therefore, any hiccups at this 
precarious stage would only waste 
what has been built fix tire previous 
four years. ' 

., Jordan is to be commended on 
its 'policies daring the previous 
four, years. It has made enormous 
strides in helping to bufld a strong 
and independent judiciary, the 
legalization of political parties and 
in the institution of a free press. 
However, the Government of Dr 
Abdel Sal am Al MajaJi lately has 
tried to curb some of these devel¬ 
opments, most notably in the axea 
of press freedoms, ft has attempted 
to introduce a code of honor for 
journalists -giving -them baric 


eaib.strt aijme?? :•* • . _ 

S, stipulating that if Uiey. 3 
rnue in the 
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■ wish to continue in the profession . - 
they should become members oT 
the Press Association, and recently 
it has re-enforced a 1988 civil ser¬ 
vice law prohibiting civil servants 
from writing in the press. 

It is significant to point out that 
these interferences were made in 
the absence of the Lower House. 

This Government, which came 
into office as a caretaker to over- , 
see the elections, has acted in a 
manner that it would never have 
done if a Parliament had been in ■ 
session. - 

Passing policies that alienated a 
large section of the population 
including a large majority of .its ' V 
deputies; one of the most contra- 
versial bills it presided over was 
the introduction of the one ram. 
one vote amendment to the elec¬ 
tion law. And it was able to do this 
because the Lower House was 
dissolved. 

This is why elections are essen¬ 
tial, to bring a new Lower House 
that would, oversee, advice, check 
and if necessary curb the exces- 
sive power of the executive. ■ 

The writer Is the Managing edi¬ 
tor of The Star. 


Book review: 



Deliberate Deceptions, facing 
fiie facts about the US-Israeff 
relationship, by Paul Findley, 
Lawrence HSU Books, New 
York, 1993, pp 326, USS 24.95. 

Reviewed by''1'. 

James G. Abourezk 

HERE IS a book that truly can be 
described as indispensable to any¬ 
one serioudy interested in the - 
facts about the Middle East. By 
the author of the best-telling book. 
They Dare To Speak Out. which 
exposed the paralyzing grip Israel 
and its supporters have, on the 
Congress and ' other American 
o pinion-making institutions. 
Deliberate Deceptions focuses bn 
28 of the most basic claims about 
Israel and its relations -with die. 
United States, exposing them as 
the falsehoods they are. 

Former Congressman Paul Firi- 
dtey utilizes, with overpowering^ 
effect, thousands of facts in a mas- 
sive database compiled over the 
past two decades by historian 
Donald Neff, author of the highly . 
acclaimed Warriors trilogy of .- 
books on the US-IsraclI relation¬ 
ship. It is-these carefully gathered 
facts that form the solid basis for 
Findley's storting revelations abotiT 
Israel's aggressive and discrimina^ ■. 
tory nature: and its explortmlve- 
retetionship with America. Nearly. 
SO pages of footnotes document 
his narrative. 


. The book Js.. made especially 
useful.by its fallacy-and-fact for¬ 
mat. This is much like Myths and 
Facts published by && American- 
IsraeJ PubKC : Affairs Committee 
(AEPAC£ But-- while -AD?AC's 
book sets up straw men by" invent¬ 
ing "myths" in such a way as to 




rebut diem'without-difficulty, fin- - 
dfeybasplumed theTpublic record 
to find tbe'hcttxal wards ; qf Israel 
and US. officials and Israel's sup- 

porters, "especially AlPAC. itself, 

" to.his:falteges. >; - 

• Tbercsult is a devastating expo¬ 
sure of how Israel has persistently. 


.deceived .Americans abour. 
racist nature, its spying on Amer 1 ' 
ica, its enormous drain on the.US-r 1 
taxpayer,, its .failure, as a strategic - 
ally, its defiance of America's pOl-, .. 
:icy on Jerusalem; its repeated 
tenons of international law * 
norms of-civilized behavior, 1 arid-^- 
its consistent expansion info AfaBO 1 
territory. . :f 

Deliberate Deceptions is in 
best sense a handbook oa tbe ' T. 
- Middle Ease It is extremely cst$yr ^ T 
to use. Separate chapters .dcatv- ^ 
with such subjects as each of the . : 
Middle East wars and thea , “ . 
causes, Israel's relationship wftfr.V!# 
South Africa and Third Woritf . •. 
nations, bow two-thirds of the -; 
Palestinians- were driven front-" 
.their tend and turned into refu- , : - 
gpesj the deceptions Israel .A 
employed with Washington ,4*7 ,- 
develop nuclear weapons, how: 

• Israeli propaganda has succeeded .' 
m the United States in veiling fri - 
. brutal treatment of its own Pates* 
tauan citizens, both before and 
Oiumg the- Intifada, and hour- " 

.. .terael has.repeatedly rebutted all . .. 
efforts to find peace. 

. These’are only a few of ther". 
numerous and varied subject Fm* ' : 
dley examines in his terse aaf- r 
reveahng Craters. Deliberate^'-- 
Deceptions also contains m'-" 
exhaustive-list of books for sugr-.V .- 
gested reading and has an un-fty? a» 
date listing ofall 68 of the critical 

Continued on page 5 
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A view from America 

Mogadishu: Another Beirut? 


By Carrie Nelle Moye 

Star US Correspondent 

NOTHING SEEMS to be going 
right in Somalia. President Clin¬ 
ton tells us be is bringing some 
troops home now and soon all US 
forces will be out of Mogadishu, 
the capital. 

v What happened; where did we 
go wrong? Last December it all 
aounded so nice and so possible- 
when we sent US personnel into 
that poverty-ridden, see mingl y 
god-forsaken country on the bom 
of East Africa to implement 
"Operation Restore Hope." Having 
been there earlier, 1 was delighted 
that what I had felt was the abso¬ 
lutely most destitute place on the 
face of the earth—certainly on the 
face that I had seen—was at last 
going to have some genuine relief. 
And it could have been that way. 

Bui we made that crucial mis¬ 
take from which we seem never to 
team anything: We became politi¬ 
cally involve and overstepped the 
bounds of our initial mission. 

Shades of Beirut in 1982^83. 
Living in Beirut at the time, 1 
could feel the hopes of the Leba¬ 
nese when they learned the United 
States would cooperate in a peace¬ 
keeping mission in a city in a 
country tom by civil war since 
1975. People were crying with 
relief. The French, the Italians— 
and the United States!—were 


By Andrew Wilson 

YELTSIN, BORIS Nicolaevich 
bora 1931, engineer, former 
' regional Party boss (Sverdlovsk). 
Central Committee Secretary 
under Gorbachev (sacked 1988), 
President of Russia, 1991. 

Yeltsin says it was necessary to 
override the constitution in order 
l to break the deadlock with parlia- 
* mem. But if he "wins," the victor 
is likely to be not Yeltsin but his 
successor, possibly from one of 
several new political parties now 
being formed by centrist techno¬ 
crats, such as Grigori Yavlinsky, 
Yegor Geidar or Sergei Shakhrai. 

well-placed sources say that 
Yeltsin is in worsening health, 
the long-term effect of a child¬ 
hood brain injury, resulting in 
serious headaches and bouts of 
manic depression. 

In recent months his.disappear-, 
anccs frdfif* puftTTcwew" raVe” 
grown longer, for long periods he 
has become in accessible even to 
members of the government, the 
exceptions being his chief of 
administration, Sergei Filatov, 
and his chief of security, Alek¬ 
sandr Korzhakov. 

Drinking, which is further 
affecting ids health, is his chosen 
alternative to treatment with 
strong pain-killers, of which be 
fears of becoming an addict 

Although the immediate con¬ 
test is between Yeltsin and the 
co-called parliamentary opposi¬ 
tion, the ultimately more impor¬ 
tant one is likely to be that 
already begun between his collab- 
w orators who are jockeying for the 
sucession. 

The President's actual power is 
much more limited than most 
Western observers yet under¬ 
stand: not merely by the obstruc¬ 
tion of parliament (which his 
"presidential coup" is intended to 
remove) but by the power that 
has increasingly been taken oyer 
by the authorities of the Russian 
Federation's 8S autonomous 
republics and regions. 

In recent weeks Yeltsin has 
gone to considerable lengths to 


sending help; sending hope and 
guaranteeing peace as one would 
have thought. 

What transpired, alm n - ■ imme¬ 
diately upon arrival of he US 
Marine force, transformed tears of 
happiness to looks incredulity then 
anger. For we did not become 
peace-keepers when we arrived. 
We took sides. This was the worst 
possible action we could have ini¬ 
tiated, both in helping the Leba¬ 
nese solve their problems and in 
placing our forces in jeopardy. 
And if our military (or was it polit¬ 
ical) leadership were determined 
to take sides in a civil war, then 
most certainly we implemented the 
poorest military strategy possible. 
This was evident to the least mili¬ 
tarily knowledgeable person 
around me. For our Marines 
camp on a flat, open ground 
hemmed in by mountains on the 
east and the Mediterranean on the 
west. Routes leading both north 
and south out of the encampment 
were cluttered and surrounded by 
quarter refugees who were among 
the fortunate ones to have escaped 
with their lives from the June 6, 
1982, invading Israelis. 

When I went to interview a ran¬ 
domly chosen handful of the 
Marines, I was both proud and 
frightened I selected teem sight 
unseen from rosters given me. 
They had no prior knowledge of 
my coming, and were not 


prompted in any way. And as we 
were given complete privacy, they 
were under no pressure. Yet, each 
one of them could have served as a 
good will ambassador for the 
United States, for to a man, quite 
literally, they represented apple pie 


nese civil war—no longer peace¬ 
keepers. There was no doubt as to 
tee validity of this when our 16 
inch guns on the battleships US 
New Jersey and US Iowa 
anchored offshore began firing 
shells into the mountains which 



and motherhood, and rolled up 
into tee American flag. They 
believed in what they were doing. 
They even had made the effort to 
get to know some Lebanese, and 
they felt they were making friends. 
So yes, I was proud. 

My fear came from what hap¬ 
pened shortly thereafter. Our lead¬ 
ers decided US forces would 
become participants in the Leba- 


provided the backdrop for tee US 
encampment. 

The horrific results were inevita¬ 
ble. It so happened that I was in 
New York on special assignment 
when tee bomb-loaded truck 
pounded through tee gates and 
into one of our barracks. But when 
I beard the news, I could only 
shake my head in great anguish 
and deep sorrow. 


Quite simply a peace-keeping 
force does not become an ally of a 
particular faction. Why did we in 
Lebanon? Someone or ones had 
become convinced that if we abet¬ 
ted the Christian Phaiangists (in 
Lebanon, this is not religion as we 
know it, in Western terms), who in 
turn were allies of the Israeli 
invading forces, we would prom¬ 
ise Israel a safe northern border. 
The person(s) who made this deci¬ 
sion were poorly informed of Mid¬ 
dle Eastern mentality and equally 
poorly informed of the dynamics 
of a peace-keeping mission. 

The sesuario in Somalia has 
been similar. Although we did not 
eater as peace-keepers, we were 
there to assure that international 
aid which was abundant but not 
being allowed to get to tee masses, 
would be disseminated as 
intended. And we did this for a 
while. But with mission accom¬ 
plished. we did not withdraw. As 
civil war in that country contin¬ 
ued, we were asked by United 
Nations Secretory General Boutros 
Boutros Ghali to remain as a part 
of a UN contingent to attempt to 
keep peace. Fine. 

But here is where the experience 
in Beirut, a decade earlier, proves 
not to have taught much of a les¬ 
son. The peace mission became a 
search-and-destroy mission. The 
target: Warlord Gen. Mohammed 
Farah Aideed. 
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BORIS YELTSIN ALEKSANDR RUTSKOI PAVEL GRACHEV RUSLAN KHASBULATQV 

In questionable health Lacks political touch Waverer In a squeeze Two-ptane entourage 


strengthen his relations with the 
armed forces, bote those of tee 
army and those of tee Ministry of 
Interior (a quite separate force). 
On a visit to the Interior Minis¬ 
try's Dzerzhinsky Division, with 
headquarters at Balashika, 30 
miles from Moscow, he was 
assured that in case of trouble it 
could be in Moscow in 90 
minutes. 

He clearly believes he has tee 
support of both the army and min¬ 
istry of interior troops, but could 
be mistaken. The loyalty of tee 
army is certainly divided. Interior 
troops, mid particularly their spe¬ 
cial forces component, are gener¬ 
ally for the President. But their 
feelings were offended by the 
recent dismissal, for political rea¬ 
sons, of Interior Minister Viktor 
Barannikov. Officials of the min¬ 
istry say they "support law and 
older, but the President" 

If Yeltsin "wins" and achieves 
the three months of goverameni- 


by-decree he hopes for. he will 
first have to demonstrate bis 
decrees are better observed than 
they have been up to now. The 
popular saying in Moscow is that 
his writ goes no further than the 
end of the Kremlin corridor. 

Another problem is that there is 
still no election law under which 
to hold new parliamentary elec¬ 
tions in December. Enacting one 
unilaterally will inevitably subject 
him to further accusations of 
"dictatorship. n 

Rutskoi, Aleksander Vladimiro¬ 
vich. Born 1947. Former Afghani¬ 
stan fighter pilot, co-defender 
with Yeltsin of the White House, 
co-founder of Civic Union, Vice- 
President of Russia, 1991. 

Visibly military, and 16 years 
younger than Yeltsin, Rutsskoi is 
predictably popular with the 
army, less so in the country. 
Though the by no means parti- 
pris newspaper Magalopolis 
recently gave him a 100 percent 


chance of election if a vote were 
token now. (Popularity polls in 
Russia are notoriously unscien¬ 
tific, if not deliberately massaged 
by their sponsors). 

Fellow soldiers describe Rutss¬ 
koi as "a serious man, someone 
you can trust," but admit that he 
has no experience in the eco¬ 
nomic and political fields. In 
recent months Rutsskoi and Yelt¬ 
sin supporters have unbecomingly 
exchanged accusations of corrup¬ 
tion, without either side produc¬ 
ing legally satisfactory proof. This 
could somewhat cool tee support 
of the military, who like their 
leaders to be incontrovertibly 
"clean." 

A clear example of Rutsskoi's 
lack of political touch was his 
abrupt dismissal, with parlia¬ 
ment's approval, of Yeltsin's min¬ 
isters of interior, security and 
defence, forfeiting any chance of 
winning at least one of them (Gor¬ 
bachev) to his own side. 


Khasbulatov, Russian Imrano¬ 
vich. Bom 1942. Nationality, Che¬ 
chen. Deputy chairman (under 
Yeltsin) of the Russian parlia¬ 
ment, 1990, Chairman 1992. 

Kbassbulatov has come to stand 
in Western eyes as the leader of 
parliament's opposition to tee 
President. It would be truer to say 
that he personifies parliament, 
which otherwise lacks personali¬ 
ties in the form of major party 
leaders. 

TKHgiP an experience T&Sts? 
mentary business manager, he is 
deeply unpopular in tee country, 
which despises the trivality of 
most parliamentary debates. He 
also suffers the incubus of belong¬ 
ing to an ethnic minority, identi¬ 
fied with current troubles in the 
Caucasus and with the city crime 
wave. 

Other points held against him 
are his having taken the Moscow 
luxury apartment that once 
belonged to Brezhnev, and die 
size of the entourage (never occu¬ 
pying less than two planes) with 
which be travels about the coun¬ 
try. Although the present crisis 
may cause parliamentary deputies 
to rally round him, Khasbulatov 
remains a target of attack from 
among them—originally on the 
right, but latterly on bote right and 


A close observer describes him 
as a m a n who can never hope to 
reach tee top, and is thus tempted 
to play the political saboteur. Lat¬ 
terly divisions among deputies 
have spread to tee parliamentary 
presidium, causing Khassbulatov's 
No 2 and erstwhile supporter, 
Nikolai Rnabov, to go over to tee 
Yeltsin camp. 


Thai is why the Italian left It 
was not because they were afraid 
of fighting; rather, it was because 
their mission was to keep the 
peace, not to become an arm of 
one of the waning factions. 

It is interesting to note here that 
in Beirut, tee Italians, unlike the 
Americans and tee French, acted 
only as peace-keepers. We were so 
caught up in tee tragedy of the 
bombing of our own personnel, 
teat little was made of what hap¬ 
pened to the others. The French 
troops were bombed with heavy 
loss of life. The I talians were 
never targeted. 

It is no secret that I am a firm 
believer in the world's having a 
United Nations organisation. And 
this international body must have 
tee teeth to make it viable. But 
these teeth are not to be used to 
join in the fray. They must be used 
to prevent and my'pto m If 
attacked, of course they must pur¬ 
sue. But in Mogadishu, as in Bei¬ 
rut, our forces pursued before 
being att a c ked. This cannot be. 

As this firm rule of peace¬ 
keeping already has been broken, 
it seems we have very little choice 
but to withdraw our troops from 
Somalia. 

And before we send anyone into 
Bosnia, we had better determine 
our mission there very carefully, 
teen adhere to the rules, or be pre¬ 
pared to sacrifice much more 
American blood ■ 


Gorbachev, PaveL Bom 1947. 
Professional soldier and parachute 
troop commander. Joined Yeltsin, 
after injudicious hesitation, at the 
time of the 1991 putsch. Defence 
minister, 1992. 

Gorbachev is a waverer who 
has habitually sought to be on the 
winning side. He is now in a 
squeeze, needing to bold on to 
what support be has in the armed 
forces, but depending on Yeltsin 
for protection. He has had a good 
working arrangement with For¬ 
eign Minister Andrei Kozyrev. 

Up to six months ago Gorba¬ 
chev was supported by nearly all 
the top brass of the General Staff. 
Now his support is said to be 
Tnnrh -reduced, due to the feeling 
that he plays too political a role in 
support of the President- One rea¬ 
son for,cJisaffection in the officer 
corps jaww fiilfilfnent 

promises to improve its material 
wellbeing. 

An increase in pay, awarded 
after Yeltsin first turned to the 
army for support in January 1992, 
has been swallowed np by infla¬ 
tion. and fringe benefits, such as 
improvement redundancy pay¬ 
ments, have not materialized. Pay 
for September, which should have 
come at tee beginning of Septem¬ 
ber, has also not arrived - though 
this can be expected to be 
remedied. 

Grachev's "dismissal'* by Ruts¬ 
koi and parliament (which he 
ignored) could help him. The man 
appointed by parliament to suc¬ 
ceed him, General Vladislav Atch- 
aJov, is a well-known pro- 
communist "national patriot” who 
barely escaped trial after the 
defeat of tee 1991 putsch ■ 

Andrew WDson is the head of 
Europe, a Brussels-based news 
agency. He was a defence corre¬ 
spondent for 16 years with the 
Observer in London. 

Gemni News 

(See box for Russian update) 



The US-Israeli Trilogy 
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Continued from page 4 

resolutions tee UN Security Coun¬ 
cil has passed against Israel, as 
well as the 29 vetoes the United 
Stoles has cast to shield Israel 
from even more Council condem¬ 
nation. It also lists all tee major 
peace initiatives put forward by 
the United States, the United 
Nations and tee Arabs—all of 
them rejected by Israel. 

Deliberate Deceptions is the 
book you can torn to for a quick 
and authoritative answer to the 
many deceptions Israel has foisted 
on Americans. For example, man y 
of Israel's American supporters 
still claim that it was tee Arabs 
who started the 1967 War. But in 
Deliberate Deceptions tee reader 
finds in former Israeli prime min¬ 
ister Menacbem Begin's own 
words a description of the war as 
one of "choice," that is, it hap. 
pened only because Israel decided 
to start it 

Further, Findley shows teat 
Israel's leadership did not believe 
the Arabs posed a serious threat to 
the time to the Jewish state or 
even that Egypt wanted a war, as 
its American supporters still mam- 
tain. Findley quotes Israeli cabinet 
member Mordecai Bentov as say¬ 
ing, tee "entire story (about) the 
danger... was invented of whole 
cloth and exaggerated after tee 
fact to justify tee annexation of 
new Arab territory." 

Findley also delves into little 
explored areas, such as Israel's 


complex relations with other coun¬ 
tries, especially in the Third 
World. Israel has managed to 
establish relations with many of 
these poor nations because they 
recognize Israel's influence over 
Congress. 

As a result, the Philippines' for¬ 
mer first lady Imelda Marcos told 
an Israeli newspaper teat her hus¬ 
band Ferdinand had cultivated 
Israel in order to improve his 
country's "tainted image in tee 
American media and to combat its 
unpopularity in the American 
Congress." 

Another leader, the dictator 
Nikolai Ceaucsceu of Romania, 
ransomed Jews to Israel in return 
for the country's promise to 
improve his image in America. 
The result was that Ceaucesceu 
was generally pictured as a benev¬ 
olent despot to Americans every 
though tee reality was teat his 
regime was one of the most brutal 
and hateful in the world. 

Findley demolishes the oft- 
repealed claim teat Israel is a 
democracy. True, he says, it is a 
democracy for Jews—but only for 
Jews. Palestinian Israelis, who 
make up nearly 800.000 of Israel's 
citizenship, are strictly second- 
class with no comparable rights 
enjoyed by Jews. Deliberate 
Deceptions provides documenta¬ 
tion about a whole body of law 
that now exists in Israel defining it 
as a Jewish state, and conversely 


limiting the freedom of non-Jews, 
Muslims and Christians alike. In 
fact, tee book notes, for a Chris¬ 
tian to try to convert a Jew in 
Israel is a crime punishable by five 
years in prison. 

Nor have Israelis among them¬ 
selves been shy about proclaiming 
Israel as being exclusively for 
Jews. It is only in America where 
Israel's supporters are so vocal in 
proclaiming Israel as "the only 
democracy in tee Middle East." 

But Findley quotes former for¬ 
eign minister Yigal Alton as say¬ 
ing: "It is necessary to declare it 
openly: Israel is a single- 
nationality Jewish state. The fact 
teat an Arab minority lives within 
the country does not make it a 
multinational state.” j 

Ariel Sharon, the Israeli ultrana¬ 
tionalist who was once defence 
minister, recently said it even 
more clearly only a couple months 
ago, too late for Findley s book but 
irrefutable confirmation of his 
assertion: "Our forefathers did not 
come here to build a democracy 
but to build a Jewish state. 

Deliberate Deceptions is a gold 
mine of such clear and starting 
facts about the true nature of Israel 
and its relations with the United 
States I cannot recommend it too 
highly. It should be offered as a 
textbook for every college class on 
the Middle East- 

Certainly, no ADC member 

should be without it ■ 
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Middle East Beat 

by Khalri Ja&bek 

•The trilateral meeting, at tee request of President Clinton, between 
His Royal Highness Prince Hassan. the President, and the Israeli For¬ 
eign Minister Mr Peres, is just another step on the long path of 
achieving a comprehensive peace in the region. The significance of 
this meeting, although lasting merely twenty minutes, is not in tee 
hand shakes and in tee fact that journalists have taken ample photo¬ 
graphs of tee occasion, but rather in the seriousness in which Jordan 
is pursuing the cause of peace for the whole region. It is important to 
indicate that a taboo issue has been broken, and the hypocrisy of 
words not matching the deeds has been done away with. From now 
on, tee future of things to come, as far as the resolving of the Israelis- 
Arab conflict, will be achieved through tee normal conduct of diplo j 
macy and diplomatic practice. Now, the hard work at the negotiating ] 
table begins in earnest, to achieve that most sought after word, peace! 
Otherwise, empty gestures wiU remain nothing more than what they 
are taken to be. It is very important for the current Jordanian delega¬ 
tion in the USA to be headed by His Royal Highness Prince Hassan 
especially in these difficult and uncertain times, for the incisive intel¬ 
lectual prowess of Crown Prince is renowned as well as the prestige 
he will give to the Jordanian delegation. Without mincing words and 
ambiguities. Prince Hassan has reaffirmed the Jordanian position of 
commitment to a comprehensive and lasting peace in the Middle 
East—as well as the Arab and Islamic responsibility towards 
Jerusalem. 

M Kuwait has moved away from the position of the other Gulf stares 
in not supporting the international financial effort being made to tec 
self rule areas of Palestine. 

In fairness, it should be mentioned teat, the Emirate docs not rule 
out any financial support in tee future for the Goza-Jcricho First 
when tee project is implemented. What is curious though, is that the 
so-called Kuwaiti opposition, has rejected the Gaza-Jericho plan 
wholeheartedly. Under what pretext is still unknown, for if it is in the 
name of tee best interests of the Palestinian people, then one should 
suggest consulting the opinion of tee Palestinian returnees, but if it is 
in tee name of Arab nationalism, tee joke is even much worse, for 
charity starts at home, and perhaps tee notion of Arab nationalism 
still needs advocating in the land of Kuwait. What is most apparent, 
however, is the fact that bote the Kuwaiti government and its opposi¬ 
tion. though divergent on many issues and many policies remain to 
be united on their policy towards tec PLO, and teat is the policy of 
pursuing the old feud. 

• The Great Jamahiria of Libya, has decided again to convince the 
two accused individuals in tee Lockerbie air explosion, to surrender 
to the British authorities in order to stand trial in Scotland over their 
involvement in that act of terrorism. In a country where dissent is not 
tolerated and democracy is a privilege granted to the populace 
according to the caprice of the leadership, it is very hard to believe 
that the Libyan authorities have been actually trying all this time to 
convince the individuals concerned to surrender and put themselves 
at the mercy of the British courts, when in effect by an order of Colo¬ 
nel Gaddafi, both could be packed sealed and delivered to Britain 
without much ado. One wonders the reasoning behind allowing all 
the pain and strife to be inflicted on the Libyan people in terms of 
embargoes, and ill treatment, when perhaps the situation could have 
been mall with in a more diplomatic manner. The Colonel's recent 
decision is not the result of democratic debate, nor due to consulta¬ 
tions with the two accused, but rather as a result of more threats from 
the west of tightening tee embargo and inflicting more punishment 
on tee Libyan regime and consequently tee Libyan people. From 
rejecting the Arab accommodation with Israel, to defying the West in 
the name of Arab nationalism. Colonel Qadhafi is in serious danger 
of running out of ideas. Being stuck in a time warp of one's own 
malting, is the privilege of defunct thinkers and obsolete historians, 
but the art of government requires leaders of real understanding of 
the dialectics of world affairs. 


_ . .'iGXi&'rtq ?: 

The Vitality of Chinese Sotiety 

TAIPEI — We must acknowledge teat the world is changing—and 
rapidly. Each day, we can expect to see new technological discover¬ 
ies or even the birth of a new nation. At a time when change has 
become tee order of the day, it is amazing that a country with age- 
old traditions has passed the test of time, adjusted itself, and 
emerged anew. The Republic of China of Taiwan is a case in point. 
As we enter October 1993, the Republic of China, which is in the 
midst of transformation, celebrates its 82nd birthday. 

Over tee past few decades. Taiwan has come to be known world¬ 
wide for its economic miracle. Now that "Made in Taiwan" has 
become one of tee world's most popular and misted labels, Taiwan 
is devoting itself to political democratization, soda! liberalization, 
and cultural pluraiization. The ROCs achievements in these areas 
have surpassed and overshadowed even its economic performance. 
In 1993, this island with a population of over 20 million and a per 
capital GN1 exceeding US$10,000 continues to maintain an annual 
economic growth rate of 6 to 7 percent and to top the world in for¬ 
eign exchange reserves. More importantly, the increase in wealth 
has been accompanied by increased political participation, more 
widespread education, the liberalization of mass media and so forth. 
As a result, the people on Taiwan have more opportunities to partici¬ 
pate in community activities and to express through various social 
groups their views and concerns on topics of importance to Taiwan 
and the world. In tee 1990s, the people on Taiwan have been 
actively concerned with issues such as environmental protection, 
human rights, the welfare of minority groups, and children's safety. 
Within tee Chinese tradition is tee ideal of a "world common¬ 
wealth." Mankind might never folly realize this idea, yet, in one 
sense, tee economic wealth and democratic politics in Taiwan have 
made it possible for Chinese people on the island to enjoy more 
opportunities than ever before to pursue and realize this ideal 
Another of Taiwan's ideals is to be an active partner with other 
members of tee international community—not just a trading partner 
as in the past but a partner in areas such as cultural exchange and 
regional affairs. Through personal involvement and observation, the 
people on Taiwan are getting to understand the world, and they hope 
that by introducing themselves they will come to be understood by 
the world as well. Since 1 990, tee number of people on Taiwan who 
have travelled abroad, whether for business or for pleasure, has 
grown at an annual rate of 25 percent. In 1992 alone, over four mil¬ 
lion people travelled abroad. Every year some seven thousand uni¬ 
versity graduates go abroad to pursue advanced studies, and many 
of these talented people who have gained an international outlook 
are now returning to Taiwan to become political and social elites. 
The ROC cabinet, which has 19 ministers holding Ph.Ds from for¬ 
eign universities is an excellent example. 

The people on Taiwan have also applied their outstanding "Made in 
Taiwan" work ethic in non-commercial ventures. In 1993. at tee 
Berlin Internationa] Film Festival, a panel of discriminating and sen¬ 
ior judges from around tee world conferred a Golden Bear award for 
best movie to the director of The Wedding Banquet, Mr Ang Lee of 
Taiwan. In France's Cannes International Film Festival, a Jury Prize 
was awarded to The Puppet Master, which was directed by Taiwan's 
Hou Hsiao-hsien, a director renowned in international film circles. 
These awards allowed the world a glimpse at modem Taiwan arts as 
opposed to tee quintessential traditional Chinese arts stored in the 
National Palace Museum. In 1993, as the world viewed Taiwan arts 
in amazement, Monet's paintings were exhibited on the island, and 
top global artists such as Placido Domingo perforated in Taipei, 
exemplifying tee Taiwan people's efforts to promote culrural 
exchanges and cultivates an international outlook. 

As it has striven to establish a new look out of its past traditions, 
though, Taiwan has had its share of hardship. As in many other rap¬ 
idly industrializing nations, the people on Taiwan are enduring pol¬ 
lution. traffic jams, overcrowding, confusion of social mores, and 
difficulties in balancing environmental protection and economic 
growth. We can simply call these problems "Newly Industrialized 
Countries' Syndrome," and we understand there are no easy solu¬ 
tions. the ongoing Six-Year National Development Plan can help 
solve some of tee country's substantial problems relating to public 
development, but, in tee end, what can be counted on is tee optimis¬ 
tic belief of the people that this traditional society will be trans¬ 
formed into a modem nation. As tee 21st century approaches, tee 
world is watching with concern the accumulation and rise of the 
economic power of Chinese on tee Pacific Rim. The people on Tai¬ 
wan understand their role at this critical juncture and are ready to 
play a role in tee future tides of change. As tradition and hard work 
were tee cornerstone of Taiwan's economic miracle, we believe 
today's Taiwan will be the cornerstone for a free, democratic, and 
equally prosperous China of tomorrow. 
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• The Young Women Christ an 
Association (YWCA) in Amman, 
under the patronage of Her 
Royal Highness Princess Basina, 
held the 19th Annual Flower 
Show at the InterContinental. 
Revenues from the show will go 
to support YMCA’s varied cultu¬ 
ral, social and charity activities. 
At the end of the show, Mrs Naj¬ 
jar thanked all those who made 
the show happen; Mrs Salwa 
Shweihal; Head of the Flower 
Committee, members of the Japa¬ 
nese embassy and committee, 
Greek Women Club, Royal Jor¬ 
danian, Air Lanka, and a special 
thanks to the management at the 
InterContinental for its continu¬ 
ous support 


Suha Shoman 


Harmony in the aesthetic rhythm 


By Adnan Yahya and 
Mahmoud A1-A bed 

Special to The Star 

SCHA SHOMAN is a clever 
benevolent artist devoted entirely 
to art and culture with a unique 
way of expression. Living in a 
house jewelled with her marve¬ 
lous paintings. Suha is a sociable, 
friendly and a ncar-to-the heart 
lady. 

A giving woman who tries con¬ 
stantly to knock on the door of 
history. her last show The Legend 
of Pctm' is an example of such 
ventures. 

Suha has expanded the circle of 
her interests and tried, incessantly, 
to bridge the distances between 
the Jordanian artists. Her efforts to 
do so came true when Darai al- 
Fumw (The Arts House) was 
established. By establishing the 
house. Suha has lent a great'hand 
to modem art in Jordan and 
pushed it to the apex of art. 

It is really difficult to look at 
Suha’s paintings, which have 
drawn Lhe attention and interest of 
many critics, in a traditional man¬ 
ner. The speciality in her work 
lies in the modem abstract motifs 
she tackles with a rebellious souL 
Her frequent travels abroad, espe¬ 
cially to the USA and France, can 
be attributed to her experimenta¬ 
tion and sophistication. 

An. according to Suha. does not 
stand for what is seen, but in the 
vision itself. Vision is the only 
means to comprehend the abstract 
and is surely the most important 





aspect in artistic creation. Suha. 
as many critics admit, has a vision 
of her own and a language which 
belongs exclusively to her. Thus, 
to the eyes of the gazer, there is 
peculiarity and unfamiliarity. 
Nevertheless. there is conspicu¬ 
ousness. which is a matter of col¬ 
ors and proportions. Such propor¬ 
tions are composed of a set of 
rhythms that go simultaneously 
with the artistic act which, in turn, 
fulfills the eventual goal: 
harmony. 

Suha Shoman. who was bom in 
Jerusalem in 1944. studied law in 
Beirut, then in Paris. In 1977 she 
joined the Royal Institute of Fine 
Arts, established by the late Prin¬ 
cess Fahrulnisa Zaid. The Prin¬ 
cess had a high opinion of the 


new member, even 
the best quotation 
about Suha can be 
borrowed from what 
the Princess once 
wrote. "Suha appears 
to fail under a strange 
power. She has vio¬ 
lent. deep feelings 
and a great power of 
work. Her target is 
the dream and truth is 
her intention." Hence¬ 
forth. our artist 
became a prominent 
figure in the Jorda¬ 
nian world of an. She 
had a series of per¬ 
sonal exhibitions, the 
most famous of 
which was her last 
one. The Legend of 
Petra' at the National Gallery. She 
also participated in many collec¬ 
tive exhibitions, in the period 
extending from 1981-1993, in 
France. England, Canada, Sicily 
and Jordan. 

What can be felt in all her 
paintings is her persevering look 
for herself, expressed mainly in 
her treatment of the notion of the 
earth, an inclination towards 
warm colors and a fertile 
imagination. 

Contemplating the "Legend of 
Petra'. Dr George Sayegh wrote. 
"Suha's paintings represent the 
inner consciousness that is 
obtained from the transfer from 
realization through the senses to 
realization through reasoning.' 
The Iraqi critic and artist Shaker 




Hassan A1 Said wrote, "Suha's 
techniques and style show her 
constant searching for her human 
identity in the moments of interac-. 
don with nature.” 

In 1988. Mazen Abdo wrote, 
'Suha's paintings are lull of inti- , 
nite, internal yearning, yearning 
for the first light undisturbed by ' 
the modem world. Suha always 
avoids ornamental ait and plunges i 
into the venture bravely.". 

Finally, it's necessary to elabo¬ 
rate a little on the subject of Darai 
al Funun, Suha's most important 
aocompIishmenL Abdul Hamid 
Shoman Foundation decided to 
establish it to be the section con¬ 
cerned with ait—another step in 
the Foundation's efforts to encour¬ 
age enlightenment in both the 
humanitarian and artistic fields. 
The booklet about Darai al 
Funun, distributed at the opening 
ceremony, outlined the objectives 
of the establishment as follows: to 
establish a library that contains 
references on ait and all the litera¬ 
ture concerning it, to use Dana Al 
Funun's three halls for periodical 
exhibitions for Arab and Jorda¬ 
nian artists, to open workshops for 
those interested in learning sculp-! 
hire and graphics and to foster the ' 
Jordanian public's appreciation of 
art. 

Darai al Funun stands in one of 
Amman's oldest and most roman¬ 
tic quarters. Darai Al Funun, Suha 
hopes, will help achieve a vivid 
and unique interaction, and an 
incentive to do more creative 
work. ■ 


Gazan theater 


Opportunity for wider recognition 


By Vesna Masharqa 
Special to The Star 

IN ADDITION to the new politi¬ 
cal and economic perspectives of 
the Palcstinian-lsraeli accord. 
Gazan theater artists expressed 
their aspirations about improving 
and heightening the existing thea¬ 
ter standards and paving the way 
toward greater local and Arab rec¬ 
ognition of the Gazan theater. 

Thr Suit talked to Sayeb Al- 
Saka. director of the Band For Art 
and Theater, and Nabil Sakala. 
actor, playwright and secretary of 
the same theater group. 

"We have always been locked 
up in the Gaza Strip and prohib¬ 
ited to host visits of other theater 
troupes, said Al Saka who estab¬ 
lished the troupe 1984 in the 
densch populated Gaza City. 
"Banned from attending regional 
and Arab theater festivals, we lost 
all contacts with the international 
theater movement, which effected 
our own work negatively." 

The troupe underwent many 
hardships in gening permission to 
perform their shows in other 
Gazan camps, streets and villages. 
Sometime' they were lucky to get 
permission to perform in the West 
Bank and Jerusalem, he satd. 

He characterized the occupa¬ 
tion's impact on the Gazan theater 
as a debilitating factor which 
created a lack of exposure and 
opportunity to mingle with other 
art groups and in that respect 
ushered impoverished theater 
forms and technical styles. But the 
lack of outside influence 
expresses itself now in a peculiar 
and unique local flavour, which 
pnlv could be generated by people 
who respect their history. 

"Most plays produced by our 
groups are patriotic and revolu¬ 


tionary." he said. 'They cany high 
potential for turning reality into an 
an form." He gave a special 
credit to the Gazans who, as he 
stressed, "love theater and have 
established the habit of theater 
going." 

"It seems that the theater is 
much more appealing to the peo¬ 
ple here than cinema or publica¬ 
tions reading." he added. 

Al Saka recalled his rich opus 
comprising 23 plays, done during 
the ptt-lntifada period, and 
pointed out that ordinary people 
took part in almost all of them, 
either by volunteering their assis¬ 
tance or simply by supplying the 
troupe with costumes and settings. 
Al Saka attributed the success of 
the plays to the audiences and 
their strong presence. It was 
accorded through the emotional 
and critical altitudes of the audi¬ 
ence during shows. 

"The audience" served as an 
arbitrary to the actors and director, 
and how successful they were in 
tackling significant issues." he 
said. 

Meanwhile Nabil Sakala 
stressed two other major limita¬ 
tions which affecting all Gazan 
theater groups, such as lack of 
external financial backing and 
evolving political and economic 
instability: both of which were 
obstacles to creating special hous¬ 
ing for the theater. 

"Our stage was any place where j 
a crowd of people could be 
accommodated: streets, school 
halls, hospital premises, open 
fields." he said. "All our plays had 
to be ended before sunset, as it 
was the time when curfew was 
observed. Still, the military super¬ 
vision was so strongly enforced, 
that we could hardly have shows 
which deal with rcalitv," 


dav 28 October at the RCC. 


explained Sakala. 

He also said that since 1988. in 
spite of increasing tensions 
between the occupation authori¬ 
ties and Gazan citizens, four new 
theater troupes emerged. They 
were distinguished according to 
their objectives in seeking bdier 
artistic expression through experi¬ 
mental forms. 

"We have great human potential 
for professional development, 
but, it is unfortunately blocked by 
the aggravating conditions wrhich 
we hope will be lifted and will 


open new horizons for Palestinian 
artists," said Sakala. He didn't 
hide the fact that like all other Pal¬ 
estinian artists, he has been wait¬ 
ing too long for an opportunity to 
pass his own human message to 
the other parts of the world. 

"They should know first that we 
exist, and then they should evalu¬ 
ate our art work." he said. "Deeper 
Arab interest in the Gazan theater 
these days is an excellent start for 
us, and we hope that it will have 
positive reflection in both parts," 
said Sakala ■ 


• Austrian 
Airlines, and 
their general 
aged Petra for 
Travel and 
Tourism, held 
a reception 
party on 21 
September at 
the Regency 
Hotel. 

A year ago, 

Austrian Air- 
tines decided 
to launch two 
flights a week 
between 
Amman and 
Vienna. The 
reception 
came in cele¬ 
bration of a 
year of suc¬ 
cessful service 
by Austrian 
Airlines. 

Known for 
their distinc¬ 
tive service 
and punctual¬ 
ity suited for businessmen and tourists, Austrian Airlines flies from 
Amman to Vienna allowing Tor a 50 minute stopover for easy con¬ 
nections to many European destinations. 

Austrian Airlines also provides transatlantic voyages to New York 
and Chicago with a one-night-stay in Vienna. 




A CTATiri 51 * AO Taleb's exhibition of paint- 

r\ 0 CIIIX<t jngx is being displayed at the 


exhibitions 

g An exhibition of photographs 
from Syria and Jordan is the title 
of an exhibition by German artist 
j. gwakowski. Saturday. 9 Octo- 
birai the Goethe Institute. Exhibi¬ 
tion runs unii 120 October. 

g The Petra Exhibition, held 
under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, will be 
inaugurated Wednesday. 13 Octo¬ 
ber. and will continue until Thurs- 


ingx is being displayed at the 
Baika'a Art Gallery until 21 
October. 

B Today. Thursday. Alia Art 
Gallery will host an exhibition of 
paintings by Dr Ala Bashir and 
Sa'adi Abbas at 5:00 pm. Exhibi¬ 
tion run> until 16 October. 

B Abdul Hamccd Shoman Foun¬ 
dation is hosting an exhibition of 
etchings by Mohammad Omar 
Khalil until 3 November. 

tf On Saturday. 2 October. Huss¬ 
ein Daaseh’s exhibition runs at 
Alia Art Gallery until 10 October. 


Ji Mahmoud Al Obeidi's paint¬ 
ings will be on display at the 
French Cultural Center until Sun¬ 
day 24 October. 

B An exhibition of photographs 
about Eastern Dancing In Ger¬ 
many will be displayed at the 
Goethe Institute until 7 October. 

FILMS 

B The Body Snatcher will be 
featured at the American Center 
on Thursday, 7 October, at 5:00 
pm. Monday. II October, the 
American Center will present 
House of Wax also at 5:00 pm. 

B Gregory's Giri will be 
screened at the British Council, 


Wednesday, 13 October, at 7:00 
pm. 

• The Italian Straw Hat will be 
shown at the French Cultural Cen¬ 
ter. Sunday. 10 October, al 8:00 
pm. 

B The Goethe Institute will be 
showing two films on 2 October. 
The first. Prisma, a cultural mag¬ 
azine, and the second Artificial 
light or Tricks with Light, Sat¬ 
urday. 2 October. 

LECTURE 

• The Mosaic Map of Madaba 
will be the subject of a lecture by 
Prof. Herbert Dooner. Monday, 
11 October, at 7:00 pm atthe FoA 
Center. 



• Forte Grand Amman, in cooperation with the Ministry of Tourism 
and Royal Jordanian hosted die visiting group of German women 
"Penas to Petra". The visit came in a campaign to promote Jordan’s tour¬ 
ist attractions to familiarize the German public on die treasures of the' 
country. 

The campaign "Petras in Petra" was an innovative idea that brought to 
Jordan 50 German women named "Petra”. The name "Petra" happens to 
be one of the most popular female names among Germans. 

The party was received in Petra by Her Majesty Queen Noor and the 
Stemary General of the Minishy of Tourism and was accompanied by 
Minister of Tourism Mr Yanal Hikmat 


Michael Jackson 

From his plastic surgery to buying the Bephant Man's bones. 

Michael Jackson has moonwafced his way out of many 
controversies. Highlights of his life and career 

► laSSBominG^.Ind. B “** 

►1965c Jackson 5 make first , D 

paid performance ►1987: Releases Bad album, 

._sells 25 mifion copies 

►1979: Releases first solo . inm . , , :rj u ■ 

album, "Off the WaT; first solo ►198& Autoteog^Ty • 

artist to have four tingles from 

same album on top 10 becomes No. 1 bestseller 

»as£s,.pio SSFSr 2 - 

tinates:sete 48 rnfflion copies . Dangerous album 

►1933: Continues 
^Dangerous" tour; gives 
“““ TV interview to 





M993 ‘Baogereus’ tour 


nego&Ced) 

SOURCES: Epc BeconteKBT 
Servks; ressardi by CORDELIA GAFHCY 


Taiww 


• In a meeting held 
at the Marriott hotel, 
which was attended 
by members of the 
press, Mr Raed Abu 
Shakra and Mr Rami 
Abu Shakra an¬ 
nounced the launch¬ 
ing of a new fra¬ 
grance, pacorabanne 
Xs. 

Representative of 
paco rabanne, Mr 
Daniel Knrsey, spoke 
later and gave a 
briefing on the histo¬ 
ry of paco rabanne 


acclaimed products, 
especially the fashion 
and perfume depart¬ 
ments. 

On paco rabanne Xs, 

Mr Knrsey said it 
was a new generation 

in perfumes which has received wide success among customers. 


★ ★/n the Stars 



March-19 April): 

An excellent time 
for athletic activi¬ 
ties. Be prepared 
for a pop quiz 
though. 

TAURUS (20 
APRIL-20 MAY): 

You may have a 
slow week, espe¬ 
cially if you're 
arguing with a 
roommate. Hold 
off on that until 
later in the week- 
GEM2NI (21 
May-2J June): 

You'll learn easily, 
especially from a 
good-looking coach. Focus on 
details. Check everything thrice! 
CANCER (22 Jone -22 July): 
Expenses could damper your good 
mood. Tel! a friend: maybe there's 
a cheaper way to get what you 
need You’ll leant easily. 

LEO (23 JnIy-22 August): Take 
on a challenge. A good time for 
shopping if you want to save 
money. Get started on 
correspondence, 

VIRGO (23 August-22 Septem¬ 
ber): You may feel pressured by 
an assignment, but don't worry. 
You'll be able to concentrate well, 
if you can find a quiet place to 
work. 

LIBRA (23 September-23 Octo¬ 
ber): A group activity should be 
lots of fun. Don't let it eat up the 


..planned to work, 

. though, or you'll 
really be . -up; 
against the walL 
SCORPIO (24 
• October-21 • 
November): An 
•• ar ro ga nt boss 
could be espe- 
• dally annoying. 
Get a frrcndI to 
help . with the 
. parts of the 
assignment" you. 
can't figure ouL t 
: SAGITTARIUS 
(22 NoYember- 
21 December): 

Excellent . thne 
for travel if y.oui 1 job didn't inter¬ 
fere. Maybe you can take a\ field 
crip. Beware a boss who allows 
zero slack. Do the job perfectly. - - 
CAPRICORN (22 December-19: 
January):.You may find a way to 
pay o{f a. debt at a dub roeetmg.. 
Investigate ways you might sell 
your skills in a larger area. •••• - 

AQUARIUS (20 January-ft 
February): If you can work .with- 
.a partner, you'll get more dope and; 
have more fiin. Get your financial 
‘ affairs in order. Apply for a loan 
or grant 

PISCES e19 February-20 
March): Yon may have to work 
haid, bat.you should-be able to. 
relax' That’s espedally true if-ycu 
can be with your sweetie^ Also a 
• good time for romance. 



“Oh, look, this get better ...‘F in history! You 
even, flunk something not happen yeti 



“Can’t use you, son.... says here your feet aren’t flak’ 


Abu Shakra launches paco rabanne Xs 



"You know, it was supposed to be Just a story about 
a HtUe idd and a wolf ...but off and on. I’ve been 
‘" dressing tip as a grandmother ever since.” 



:“Hold It right thefe^ Henry 1^.. You ain’tptannin’ bn 
•/ fakin' thaft wrinkled-horse into town, are you?” 
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Gravures illuminees 

0 Dans le lieu magique de Darat al Funun a Jebel Luweibdeh, lafondation Shonuxn accueiUe 
Vun des plus grands artistes soudanais, Mohammad Omer KhaliL InstaUe it New-York depuis 
25 ans, il explore le monde de la gravure oii il est mmnienant reconnu maltre par ses pairs 
americains. 

Ses gravures de grand format, en diptyque ou triptyque, r&velent son univers intime. Le gra- 
phisme dSpouUle et Vutilisation quasi exclusive du noir donnent naissance d des paysages ex - 
pressionnistes abstracts. DSveloppant sa propre technique de gravure & Veau forte, il imprime la 
trace d'objets familiers: photos, denteUes , voilages, vegetaux... "Ici, la beauti est d’une nature 
plus mystirieuse et plus attirante, que je qualifierai de "beauti mystique”, celle qui nmt de la 
rencontre entre Voile et Vabtme, entre le feu et Veau, le rocker et Veau, Dieu et la matiere ", ecrit 
le potte Adonis , en hommage it Mohammad Omer KhaliL 
Dans une salle de la galerie, sont rassembUes les compositions inspires par sa visite a Petra 
tors de son premier voyage en Jordanie. L’altemance du noir et de la lumikre en donne une vi¬ 
sion tres personnelle. Ces gravures hors du commun seront exposees jusqu’au 3 novembre a 
Darat al Funun, de lOh a 19k, sauf le vendredi de lOh a J7h. 



Agriculture 


Briser I'escalade chimique 

Le premier seminaire regional sur l'usage des pesticides a repondu aux besoins d'informations des cultivateurs jordaniens. 

L'usage massif de produits chimiques n'est pas une fatalite. Des solutions existent. 


UNE SECOUSSE dnng un plant 
de poivrons et e'est une nute de 
minuscules insectes blancs qui 
* s'envole. Dans ceite serre & 15 km 
d'Amman, la demifere pulvgrisa- 
don d'un traitement chimique date 
de yingt jours. Les degdts sont 
dgja visibles. Sur chaque feuille, 
plusieurs mi fliers de larves de ces 
mouches blanches sgcretent un 
miellat sur lequel se dgveloppe un 
champignon. Rgsultau les feuilles 
noircissent, les pi antes sont rabou- 
gries. 

Les mouches blanches ne sont 
pas les seuls insectes nuisibles St 
avoir elu domicile sur ces cul¬ 
tures. Un peu plus loin, 1'ceil ex¬ 
pert de Jean-Claude Onillon. cber- 
cheur frangais h 1TNRA d’Antibes. 
decouvre des acariens tissant leur 
toile. des pucerons et autrcs thrips 
achamds & dgtntire la rteolte & ve- 
| nir. Deformgs, noirris, les poiv¬ 
rons seront invendabies sur le 
marchg local et surtout & 
('exportation. 

AujourdTiui. l'usage de pesti¬ 
cides est done une obligation pour 
les agriculteurs du monde entier. 
Sans pesticides, la moitig de la 
production agricole des pays dgve- 
ioppgs serait dgtruite. Four aragfi- 
orer leurs nScolies et l'aspect de 
leurs produits, les cultivateurs jor¬ 
daniens se sont, eux aussi, laticgs 
dans cette cowrs 4 chimique 3 hauls 
risques. Certains* vont jusqu'h trait- 
er leurs cultures trois fois par se- 
maine. Une cadence infemale. 

"Un traitement chimique massif 
des cultures ddtruit les prgdateure 
naturcls des insectes nuisibles et 
conduit ingvitablement h 
rapparition de souches rgsis- 
lantes". explique Jean-Claude 
Onillon. L'escalade est alors ine¬ 
vitable. Le cullivateur doit intensi- 
ficr periodiquemem son traitement 
pour venir & bout des ravageurs re¬ 
sistant au produiL Consequences; 
le coOt augmente et des rgsidus 
chimiques subsistent dans les vfig- 
etaux. Un danger pour le consom- 
niaieur. 

Chaque pesticide possfede en ef- 


Le ckercheur 
frangais, Jean-Claude 
Onillon, constate les 
ddgats caus ispur ia 
mouchejdancf 
les serres du 
Royaume. Pour la 
combattre, il prdne des 
moyens biologiques et 
non chimiques. 


fet un dglai de rtenanence bien 
precis. C'est Ik dire une pdriode 
pendant laquelle le produit chi¬ 
mique demeure dans le vgggtal et 
le rend impropre & la consomma- 
tion. Ce d^lai dure en general plu- 
sieurs jours. Si un cultivateur pul¬ 
verise tous les trois jours jusqu'b 
la veille de sa rteolte, il y a de 
grandes chances pour trouver dans 



ses fruits ou ses legumes des res¬ 
ides chimiques... 

Selon une etude mente par une 
6 quipe alleraande auprfes d'un mil- 
lier d'agnculteurs jordaniens. 70% 
des ucDisateurc de pesticides ne 
tiennenl pas compte du deiai de 
rSmanence de ces produits. La 
moitig d'entre eux ne conna!t 
mfime pas I'existence de ce deiai! 


InquietanL Ce n'est pas par hasard 
si les autorites saoudiennes ont in¬ 
termit l'entree des legumes jorda¬ 
niens sur leur marchg. Tan derni¬ 
er. 

Les cultivateurs du Royaume 
plaident la bonne foi et suiioul le 
manque d'informaiion. 

"L'agriculteur jordanien depend 
uniquement de lui meme. POur 


s'informer. il doit entreprendre des 
recberches pour trouver les livres 
adgquats. L'aide du gouvemement 
et des universit 6 s est trfes insuffi- 
sante", assure Abdel-Rahim Jarda- 
neh, arboriculteur. Pour rompre 
cet isolemem, il s'est joint £ 
{'Association des producteurs de 
fruits, lieu privilggig d echanges de 
techniques et de savoir-faire. 

"Les agriculteurs comraencent £ 
se soucier des consequences des 
pesticides sur la qualite de leurs 
iteoltes. 11 faut surtout rteissir & 
passer les contrdles de la Coramu- 
naute europeenne pour pouvoir ex¬ 
porter", explique le jeune agricul- 
teur. La legislation europeenne est, 
en effet, tits stride. L'objectif est 
de "zero rgsidu" pour s'aligner sur 
les normes aUemandes, les plus 
drastiques. Les cultivateurs jorda¬ 
niens sont persuades de la bonne 
qualite de leurs produits, mais ils 
ont besom d'aide pour briser 
l'escalade chimique actuelle. 

Le premier seminaire regional 
sur l'usage des pesticides, organise 
par l'Ambassade de France, la 
Communaute europeenne et le 
minist&re de {'Agriculture, est tom- 
be h pic. Des cbercheurs mais aus¬ 
si des hommes de terrain sont ve- 
nus de tous les pays voisirn pour 
discuter de leur experience dans ce. 
domaine et gchanger des informa¬ 
tions. Aprfes des annges de silence, 
1 'dvenemeni est de taille. 

Le traitement chimique systlma- 
tique n'est pas une fatalilg. Des ex¬ 
perts frangais, espagnols, alle- 
mands, mais aussi marocains, ont 
prouvg & la tribune que la lutte 
centre les ravageurs de cultures 
pouvait rimer avec respect de 
l'environnement et protection de la 
santg publique. "En France, il y a 
eu une veritable prise de con¬ 
science des agriculteurs. 11 s se sont 
rendus compte qu'ils avaient lout ^ 
gagner h offrir des produits pro- 
pres aux coosommateurs. Mais, 
cela demande formation et infor- 
mation", souligne Philippe Ospi- 
tal, responsable de la mission agri¬ 
cole de l'Ambassade de France, h 



Sur cette feuille de poivron, plusieurs miUiers de larves de 
mouches blanches deposent un miettat nocif. 


I'initiative du seminaire. 

Ainsi, h la lutte systematique 
s'est substitute la protection intd- 
grte. Des plantes resistances (gd- 
ndtiquement ou par greffage) sont 
employdes et des moyens biolo¬ 
giques de lutte sont privildgies 
comine le recours k des auxili- 
aires. pxddateurs naturcls des in¬ 
sectes nuisibles. Le symbole de- 
cette lutte biologjque est 
i'utitisation de la coccinelle pour 
combattre les pucerons. 

Depuis plus de dix ans, Jean- 
Claude Onillon consacre ses re- 
cherches & combattre biologique- 
ment la mouche blanche. Avec 
succ&s. A plusieurs reprises, le 
chercheur franca is a ddcouvert le 
parasite addquat pour ddtruire cet 
insecte nuisible. "Grace & la pro¬ 
tection intdgrde. le traitement chi¬ 
mique n’est ulilisd qu'en comp!6- 
mem une seule fois dons la 
saison", souligne-t-il. Un progrfrs 
formidable. 

Justement, la mouche blanche 


est Tun des plus importonts fldaux 
qui frappent les culmres de la val- 
lde du Jourdain. Pourquoi ne pas 
appliquer les ddcouvenes 
fran^aises a la region? "Ce n'est 
pas si simple", assure Jean-Claude 
Onillon. "II faudraii des structures 
de recherche-ddveloppemcm sur 
..place pour les adapter aux spdei- 
r ficitds locales". C'est lh que le bat 
blcsse une nouvelle fois. 

La lutte imegrte demeure in- 
connue sur le terrain id et rien 
n'est prdvu pour corabler ce re¬ 
tard. La reflexion engagte lore de 
ce premier seminaire est un pre¬ 
mier pas. Mieux informds, les ag- 
riculleurs jordaniens vont pouvoir 
envisager la protection de leurs 
cultures sous un angle nouveau. 
Le processus est Jancd. Aux pou- 
voire publics de le reprendre au 
vol. Dans I'intdret du consomma- 
teur et de l'dconomie jordanienne. 


Florent Cbevolleau 


Jordanie 


I Express 

r'. ?» ■ t- t.-- ■n**! 


ELECTIONS - Le Parti 
de {’unite populairc (PUPl 
a decide de se rotircr des 
prochaincs elections legis¬ 
latives. C'est le dcuxienic 
parti, apres le Parti arabe 
Baath. a declarer forfait 
sur les vingt cn re gist res. 
Plusieurs petitcs forma¬ 
tions demandatent le re¬ 
port des elections d'au 
rnoins un an. Ic temps nc- 
cessairc pour dies de re 
colter des fonds et de 
trouver des candidats 
dans tout le pays. Les 
membres du PUP sont fi¬ 
bres de se presenter 
comine candidnt indepen¬ 
dant. 

ELECTIONS (2) - Un co- 
mite compose dc 60 per- 
sonnalitcs officiclles a etc 
charge par le ministerc dc 
ITnterieur dc superviser 
les elections du 8 novem¬ 
bre. Sa premiere taefce 
consiste a distribucr les 
cartes d'electeurs ct a en- 
registrer les citoyens sur 
les listes. Un comite sem- 
blable avait fouctionne 
lors du scrutin de 1989. 

COLLECTE - La Fonda- 
tion de la paralysie cere- 
brale entame une cani- 
pagne pour collecter des 
fonds en organisant un 
festival comprenant des 
danses folkloriques et une 
prestation des coraediens 
Nabil et Hisham. le 9 octo- 
bre. Une marche dans les 
rues d'Amman est aussi 
prevue. Depuis sa creation 
en 1977. la Fondation a as- 
siste 7000 enfants souf- 
frant de cette maladie 
dans le Royaume. 


Inedit 

Un chapeau musical 

Dans le cadre de la semaine musicale de l'Amman Player Ochestra, le service 
culture! frangais presente "Un chapeau de paille d'ltalie", dimanche 10 octobre au 
CCR. Un film muet de Ren6 Clair accompagne en direct par un pianiste. 


C'EST A un veritable voyage 
dans le temps auquel vous convie 
b le service culiurcl frangais, di¬ 
manche soir prochain, au Centre 
culiurcl royal. Un retour dans le 
passf lorsque le cinema sc conju- 
guaii cn noir cl blanc et en mu- 
sique. L’cpoque dc Chariot et au¬ 
tre Busker Keaton. Mais cette 
fois. c’est un des tout premiers 
films comiques frangais qui sera h 
1'ecran: "Un chapeau de paille 
d ltalie" de Rcn^ Clair (1927). tire 
d'unc pibcc d'EugCne Labiche. 

Mais plus que la projection de 
ce chcf-d'ceuvne du cinema 
fnmgais, c'est son accompagne- 
mcni musical cn direct qui fail 
I'evencment. "Pour la premifere 
fois, un film muet va etre mis en 
musique en Jordanie avec une 
* composition originate d'un pia¬ 
niste". souligne Fredfiric De Brion, 
responsable dc la Cellule audiovi- 
.sucllc riigionalc de l'Ambassade 
de France. 

La copie de cc film dc Rene 
Clair a spcciakjmcnt restaurte 
par la Cin«?math6que frangaise 
avec les marques neccssaircs au 
pianiste. te virtuose Raymond 
Alcssandrini. Ce dernier csl resitf 
fidclc 3 I'csprit de la musique orig¬ 
inate. Sur les con&eiLs des htfrilicre 
du cmcaste, Raymond Atessandri- 
ni a reconstiiud avec pnScision la 
musique ayaat sen’i lors du toum- 
age des sequences de bal. “Dc cc 
fait, le rcstc de la musique sc dc- 
vniv de s'inspircr des cbuitcs teou- 
lees ct appnx'ites cn 1895. date S 
^ laquelle Rcni Clair a siurf 


/'intrigue de son film", expJique-t- 
il. 

Mari trompS, vidl oncle sourd, 
beliatre galonnd, femme adulttee, 
cousin farfelu et tante acarifitre... 


Tout y est pour faire du "Chapeau 
de paille d'ltalie" le pnfitcxte h un 
grand telai de rire. Le pari fitait 
pourtant difficile: faire d'unc pitee 
de l/tefltre d’Eugine Labiche un 
film muet. trouver autre chose 


dans ce vaudeville qu'uu comique 
verbal, de savoureuses rfparties et 
des jeux de mots brillanLs. 

Rend Clair a gante de la pi tee 
les quiproquos et les gags. T 1 les 


enchalne h un rythme effnSnfi. 
Mais "Un chapeau de paille 
dltalie" n'est pas une simple pan¬ 
tomime. T 1 y a d£j& dans cette co- 
tn£die 1 'ironie pote'que et la satire 
socialc que Ton retrouvera dans 


ses films pari ants, un regard len- 
dre et amus£ posd sur le "petit 
peuple" et des portraits acides de 
la pkite bourgeoisie. 

Le cinteste s'en donne i cceur 
joie pour filmer 
cette joumte 
particulifrre: les 
noces de Jules 
FadinartL renti¬ 
er de son £tai et 
gaffeur imp£m- 
tem. La cam tea 
de Rend Clair 
rend ddrisoires 
ei ridicules les 
habitudes, les 
mreurs. les cou- 
tumes et les 
costumes de 
c es j cunes ma- 
rids fin-de- 
sitele et de 
leurs convives. 
On vena ainsi 
la channance 
Spouse de Jules 
se trdmousser 
des heures du- 
rani pares 

5 u ' une .epingle 
...j 7 a noumce s'est 
glis 5 £ dans 
son coreage... 
Gants €garis 
ou souliers 
nop fitroits, les situations les plus 
futiles virent au burlesque. Du co¬ 
mique visuel soulemi par la parti- \ 
lion enlcve de Raymond Alessan- i 
drini. ■ " j 

f.c. ; 



Expo 

Le Yang et le Yin 

L’lrakien Mahmoud Al Ubedi expose toiles et dessins au Centre culture! franfais jusqu’au 24 
octobre. Analyse et impressions de Noel Favreliere, directeur du Centre. 



mais dans un langage non figurat- 


JE NE peux regarder une 
toile rteente de Mahmoud al 
Ubedi sans penser aux prin- 
cipes de la philosophie 
taoiste; "Le Yang ec Je Yin". 

Le Yang, actif, mascutin, 
dtant reprteem£ par une 
structnre de larges traits 
noire, non pas rigides, disd- 
ptinfe, comrae dans une 
composition de Piet Mondri¬ 
an, mais fibres, bruiaux, 
comme les entrecroisemems 
sauvages de bandes noires 
que peignait Franz Kline. 

Le Yin, passif. fiSmiron, 

£tam reprteentfi par des la¬ 
ches, des aplats, des plages 
de couleurs adoucies pour Stre 
plus en opposition. Or. ces cou- 
leurs du Yin ne me font penser & 
auctui autre peintre, car, 3 
I evidence, elles sont choisies, ob- 
tenues, selon ITiumeur du jour, par 
la pan fteninine. la plus cn£atrice 
comme chacun saiL.. ou s'efforce 
d'ignorer. 

n y a done un dessin qui ebar- 
pente la surface du tableau en un 
rgsean de vides er de pJeins quand 
le trait selargit pour devertir un 
aplft allongd. Puis, dans les 
mailles inifigulierts de cc rfiseau 
des espaces colorfis entretiennent 
avec le noir qui les ceme des rap¬ 
ports dteerminds et orientes vers 
des effets plus psychologiques que 
nStiniens, 

"La oiuleur tue le dessin". affir- 
tnait Picasso, et Fernand Lgger av¬ 
al trouv£ la "parade". Son dessin 
simplify gtait inddpendant d'une 
couleur, pure le plus souvem, et 
placte a cotg du dessin. Ainsi. les 
deux restaient entier et ne se nui- 
saii point C'est un peu ce que fait 
Mahmoud al Ubedi aujourd'hui. 


Il nest pas. ce pendant, un de ces 
"arteurs" (e'esi a dessein que je dis 
"arteur" et non pas artiste) qui du 
jour au lendemain optent pour 
1 'abstraction, non pas parce qu'ils 
sont mus par une nteessite intfi- 
rieure, mais parce qu'ils sont pous- 
sgs par un besoin press ant de ca- 
moufier leur impuissance. 

De route Evidence. Mahmoud al 
Ubedi ne fait pas panie de ce 
"gang de I'abstraction avant". 
comme l'appelait De StafiL Bien 
au contraire, il est de ceux qui ne 
voient pas de rupture entre lart 
figuratif et fart non figuranf. mais 
un ddvelopfwment logique, une 
contimritg qui, simplemem, naiu- 
rellement, sest imposte depuis 
I'impressionnisme et Gauguin. 

Mahmoud al Ubedi a senu lui 
aussi que, tutes par Braque et Pi¬ 
casso, les formes ustes du moiwe 
extteieur, devaient etre rempiactes 
par des formes nouvefies quil fal- 
fait rechereher h 1 'intteeur des 
choses... a !‘int£rieur dc soi. 


Espace. couleur. silence, sont les 
valeure qui le guidcnL Pour cela 
(et j'y reviens), il compose lyrique- 
ment son tableau par des traits 
d'lpais&eure el de tension diffg- 
rentes, par des accgterte et des ra- 
Jentis du geste, par des traits grou- 
pgs ou de Iggere flouis et a ce 


contrepoint (que j'ai envie de dire 
so no re), il ajouie. comme pour 
dompter. canaliser cette violence, 
des zones de couleure qui. bien que 
Igggres. finis sent par simp user. 
Car c'est 1’eau qui use la piene et 
pas le contraire. ■ 


Noel Favreliere 


^0$lmoTig the riches of Jordan, '3? 
aCittle^emofahoteC i 

R promise of 
first Class Style, 

L iPQiry and Confort. . .El _. 
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3rd Circle, Jabd Amman Tel. 643216 Fax 643219 
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Programs on 
JTV from 
9-15 October 



ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

08:30 — The Fanelli Boys 
09:00 — Varieties 
09:30 — Perspective 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Feature Film: Loyal¬ 
ties. Laila goes with her hus¬ 
band to a small village, where 
his new work is. 

SUNDAY 

08:30 — Step By Step 
09:10 — Thirty Something. Eli¬ 
ott is asked to direct a TV cam¬ 
paign. and is rather horrified 
because of his lack of experience 
in the field. 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Doc: Ways Of Making 
You Think. How the media 
plays a central role in election 
campaigns in the US. 

11:10 — Golden Girls 

MONDAY 

08:30 — Delta 

09:10 — The House Of Eliott 
Evangeline and Beatrice are left 
without money following the 
death or their father. 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — The Chancer II. 
Chancer spends 15 months iu 
prison, but non of his friends 
wants to see him. not even his 
girlfriend. 

TUESDAY 

08:30—People Next Door 
09:10 — The Outsider. The news 
that Fiona Neave is Miss Ban¬ 
ner's illegitimate daughter sets 



The outsiderTuesday at 09:10 


the scene Tor the rinal episode. 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Philadelphia Story. A 
fifties classical movie about a 
Philadelphia Newspaper that 
sends a reporter to cover the 
wedding or the very rich Miss 
Tracy. 

WEDNESDAY 

08:30 — Head of the Class 
09:00 — Documentary: Water 
Wars. A documentary that talks 
about water problems in the 
Middle East 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — A Woman Named 
Jackie. Jackie enters the White 
House and becomes First Lady. 

THURSDAY 

08*30 — Coach 
09:00 — Reasonable Doubts 
10:00 — News in English 


10:20 — Movie of the Week: 
Heart Beat. The story of a pro¬ 
ducer and a news editor who 
meet and fall in love. 

FRIDAY 

0830 — Quantum Leap 
09:10 — Faces and Places 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — The House Or Cards 
11:10 — Mind Your Language 

PROGRAMMES 

FRANpAIS 

SAMEDI 

05:30 — Pif et Her rule 
05:41 — LTEcole des Fans 
0630 — Beaumanoir 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Ushuaia 

DIMANCHE 

530 — Film: Pris Au Piege 


07:00 — Le 

Journal 

0705 — Fenetre 
Sur 

LUNDI 

0530 — Les 
Avenhiriers de 
L’espace 
06:00 — 
Omnisciences 
0630 — Maguy 
07:00 — Le 

Journal 

07:15 — Maga¬ 
zine Sportif 

MARDI 


05:30 — Le Monde Sous-Marin 
06:00 — Beaumanoir 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Variates 

MERCREDI 

05:30— Ordy 

06:00 — Le Vagabond des Mers 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Le Journal de 

L'Hlstoire 

JEUDI 

0530 — Surprise Sur Prise 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Documentaire 

VENDREDI 

0530—Le Monde est A Vous 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Orient Sur Seine 



Recommended Listenings 

U2 •• ' 

ZOOROPA 

A DARING experimental project. U2*s Zooropai begins 
with babbling voices, stacked with dispersed, not under¬ 
stood, information similar to the effect of waking up to 
the buzzing of a fleet of attaching bees, gvai more con¬ 
fusing than the blabber are thtf lyrics, which stenJZoo- 
ropa...vorsprung dutch tecKnik" (German for: /Progress 

through technology"). . . . 

U2. the band th 2 t governed the music arena m the eight¬ 
ies, have changed the way they express themselves by use 
of technically advanced effects, a compelling style of 
playing and a new look to go with the new sound.^ 

From the album's name, one can deduct that it s acon¬ 
tinuation to the ZOO TV concept (which started with the 
release of Achtung Baby in 1991). which thrived on stun¬ 
ning and chaotic visual effects appearing on large Tvs to 
go with the music. , _ 

The main difference between Achtung baby and Zoo¬ 
ropa is that the latter has a more optimistic mood attached 
to it. Also, on this album, the music is more experimental, 
containing noisy as well as other types of new, original 
effects. In fact, some critics claimed that U2, when they 
did this ZOO-TV influenced music, used everything but 

the kitchen sink. , .. . .. 

The distant sound of a piano emerges, on the n tie track, 
playing a sad tune to the info rotation-filledbjabber I men¬ 
tioned earlier. The piano fades away, during which, -a 
funky, effect-filled riff is played, signaling the beginning 
of the sons. The track Zooropa consists of two pans: the 
first beingVmd-iempoed and the other being fast. It trans¬ 
lates the colors and images from the cover of the album, 
which look like they've been taken from a computer 
screen, into sound. . 

The first thine that catches attention are the lyncs, 
which rhyme beautifully, in an artistic manner, to the 
moody music. Both parts of the title track share the.same 
mystical attitude, with changing characteristics in the 
music that make this composition endure the fast- 
changing trends of today's music scene. 

The album then moves on to Baby Face . If you listen 
carefully, you will notice nursery-rhyme music, that has 
nothing to do with the track itself, being played in me 

ba Tta U there is Numb, which is the Edge's long list of 
don'ts. Master vocalist, Bono, comes later m and spices 
up the song with high-pitched singing. 

The progressive song Lemon has a dancing beat and 
synth coordinates, courtesy of Brian Eao, that could leave 
the listener quite confused. But. when the chores comes, 
U2 give clear purpose to the beg i n n ing of the song. -- 
The only song that is not technologically hyped (and 
could be said to carry the original feeling of the band) is 
Stayl Faraway. So CloseJ. This one displays their celebra¬ 
tion of love containing romantic intensity. 

Daddx's Gonna Pay For Your Crashed Car opens with 
an orchestra. Strangely enough, the banging of Larry Mul¬ 
len's drumming totally shifts the song to an industrial feel 
The First Time is one of the more notable songs and sim¬ 
ply hits where it hurts. Having a placid guitar and piano, 
the song takes you on a mind trip close to nirvana. Here , 
Bono strains his voice a lot to give die desired output 

from the song. . 

Despite being recorded between routing m whatever 
free time they had. the entire group toiled to great extent 
to produce the album. Zooropa certainly showed it was 
worth their time. After observing the grandeur of Zoo¬ 
ropa. one can definitely grasp a piece of heaven on earth. 
U2 are one of those bands that make you wonder why you 
even bother to listen to other groups. ... , _ , 

Amjad Abnl Huda 


Other Windows 


TOP VIDEO 
.RENTALS 

L Sommersby. F ^ard 
Gere. Jodie Foster. Wtujer 
Home Video (TO- & 

2. Scent of a Woman, Aj 
Pacino. Chris O-Domeli. 
Universal Home Video (K- 

1992) . . ' rti _. 

3 - Unforgiven, umt 
Eastwood. Gene Hackman. 

Warner Home Video (R- 
1992) 

4. The Bodyguard, Kevm 
Costner, Whimey Houston, 
Warner Home Video (R- 
1992) 

5. A Few Good Men. Tom 

Cruise, Jack Nicholson, 
Columbia TriStar Home 
Video 1R-1992) . f 
6 T illing 'Dow»u Michael 
Douglas. Warner Home 
Video (R-1993) - 

7. The Crying Game, 

Stephen Rea, Jaye 
Davidson. Live Home 
Video (R-1992) • 

- 8 . Benny & J.ooo, Johnny 
Depp . Mary Stuart 

Masterson . MGM/UA 
Home Video (PG-1993) 

9. 'Groundhog Day. Bdl 
Murray, Andie MacDowelL 
Columbia TriStar Home 
Video (PG-1993) 

10. Home Alone 2. 
Macaulay Culkin, Joe Pesci. 
FoxVideo (PG-1992) 

TOP POP 
ALBUMS 

1 .Music Box, MariahCarey, 
" Columbia 

2. Blind Melon, Blind Melon. 
Capitol 

3..River of Dreams, Billy 
. Joel. Columbia 
. 4. Sleepless in Seattle, 
Soundtrack. Epic 
, ; 5. Janet, Janet Jackson, Vir¬ 
gin ' 

6 - Coce, Stone Temple Pilots. 
Atlantic 

: 7. Promises and Lies, UB40, 
Virgin 

8 . Black Sunday. Cypress 
Hill, Ruffhouse. — 

9. ^ooropa..i/^island 

10. The Bbdy guards 
‘ Soundtrack,' Arista 


1 


TOP COUNTRY V 
ALBUMS^:: 

I. In Pieces. , 

Liberty ■ - 4 !- 

1A Lot AboiJt Lxvin .Alan 

Jackson. Arista, . ^*'}■ 

3 . It Won't Bette < ’ 

Rav Cyrus, Mercury 

4. Life’s a Dance; Johap^ 

Michael Montgomery, Athte-= 

5 . No Time to Kifl. -• 

Block. RCA a 

6 . It’s Your Coll. 

McEntire. MCA - 

7. Tell Me Why, Wynvma* 

Curb _ 

S. Pure Country. George 

Strait , MCA . v 

9. Hard Workin’ Man, 

Brooks <fi Dunn. Liberty •; • 

10. This Time. Dwight 
Yoakum. Reprise 

TOP POP 
SINGLES 

1. Can’t Help Falling in 
Love. I'M Virgin 
2: Dreamlover. Mttriuh 
Carew Columbia 

3. Whoomp!. Tug Team. Life 

4. If. Janet Jackson. Virgin 

5. River of Dreams. Billy 
Joel. Columbia 

6 . Runaway Train, SoutAsy¬ 
lum. Columbia 

7 . Lately. Jot/ecr. MCA 

8 . I’m Gonna Be. The 
Prodahners. Chrysalis 

9. Right Here (Human Na- - 
ture)/Downtown. 5HT. 

RCA 

10. Will You Be There. 

Michael Jacksun. MJJ/Epic 

Would You 
Believe... 

The great warrior Napo¬ 
leon had art unnatural fear of 


cats. 


* * * 


The Strait of Gibraltar, 
which links the Mediterra¬ 
nean Sea to the Atlantic 
Ocean, is less than nine miles 
wide. 

* * * 
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Facts on 


MR FAKHRi Bilbeisi. head of 
the Society for Cerebral Palsy 
(SCP>. called upon all Jordanian 
citizen* as well as private and 
public institution}, to support the 
humane activities of the society. 
In a press conference last 3 Octo¬ 
ber at InterContinental Jordan, he 
said that the society takes care of 
more than 1711 Jordanian child 
suffering from cerebral palsy. 

On the occasion of the national 
day for cerebral palsy today. 
Thursday. Mr Bilbeisi said that 
the society, under the patronage 
of Her Majesty Queen Nnor and 
in cooperation with InterConti¬ 
nental Jordan, has organized a 
big festival, which will stun with 
a walk from the hotel to AI Ahli 
Club. 

In the conference attended by 
Mrs Jean-Marie Majali, Mrs 
Mickey Maddared. Mrs Dac'd AI 
Taher and Dr Ameen Nasser, 
whom are board members of the 
of the society. Mr Bilbeisi said 
that fun-filled activities will take 
place, including several perfor¬ 
mances to he presented by AI 



Ahli Club. RJ Group for Folklore 
Arts and the Army Orchestra. 

Mr Bilbeisi added that the activ¬ 
ities of the society lake two direc¬ 
tions: the first is spreading infor¬ 
mation and awareness about 
cerebral palsy and precautions 


against it. The second is organiz¬ 
ing campaigns to raise the 
required financial support to ena¬ 
ble the society to perform its 
duties. 


Plates anyone? 


Mr Editor, 

Mv hohb) is the collection of motor vehicle registra¬ 
tion plate’s as shown in the enclosed photocopv. 
Today, 1 have more than 3500 plates from 117 

nations. ... . 

In a few weeks. I will hold a big exhibition in Zurich 
and Geneva. We re expecting visitors from most 
European countries as well as the USA. For this 
exhibition. 1 am begging registration from everyone! 
would it please be possible, dear sir. to cel some 
plates from vour country too ? 

Thank vou in advance for your kind cooperation. All 
kinds of plates are or interest. Hoping to hear soon 
from so far away. 1 remain 
vours sincerely 
) J Polylo— Glanzmann 

NB' Would il please be possible to publish the pic¬ 
tures of mv plates and my address in your newspa¬ 
per. I am tin architect. Pen-pals are invited to wnic. 

If interested, write, or send plated) to: 

Jean—Jacques Potylo—Glanzmann 
pO Box 591 . 

CH—8401 Winterthur—Zurich 
Switzerland 
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• The Forte Grand 
Amman Hotel hosted 
a rare well party Tor 
the departure of Mr 
John Patton, Grand 
Master of Hashemite 
Hash House Har¬ 
riers, and for the 
participants of the 
six-kflometer run 
race through 

Amman . 

To mark the occa¬ 
sion, a large cake in 
the shape of a run¬ 
ning shoe was cere¬ 
monially cut and 
eaten with relish 
before the harriers 
once again jogged off 
into the night 
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The First Cass Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IkUIOTEL 

tU2«jl|la 


Amraan-TeL 668193 
P.O.Box 9403-Fdx 602434 , 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 
Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


For Sale 

Original 
David Roberts 
19th Century 
Lithographs. 
Limited 
Quantity 
Tel 652-310 
After 10 am 


By Brian-Bethnel 
Katjimune 

FOR THE last two years 
tourism m Namibia has 
grown by 5-10 percent 
Welcome as, this may be, 
the environment and the 
wildlife look like suffering 
as a result. 

Conservationists want 
that giving large numbers 
of tourists uncontrolled 
access to environmentally 
sensitive areas is an open 
invitation to disaster. 

They are urging the gov¬ 
ernment to introduce tan¬ 
gible measures to mini¬ 
mise the ill-effects. 

Of particular concern is 
the often indiscriminate 
driving • of vehicles into 
ecologically fragile areas, such as. 
a stretch of desert-like land along 
the west coast that contains micro¬ 
scopic plant and animal life found 
nowwhere else. 

The plants are ideally a d a p ted to 
the arid conditions in the' area, 
drawing moisture from coastal fog. 
in order to survive. If disturbed it 
could take decades to reestablish.. 
them. Vehicle tracks are often 
seen crisscrossing tins, sensitive 
area, destroying the plants and 
leaving the area susceptible to soil; - 
erosion. / ... 

Some tourists have been known 
to spray race lock pa in ti n gs with 
soft drinks in order to make 
images more sharply defined for. 
taking photographs. Others‘have , 
hacked pieces off meteorite frag¬ 
ments to take as.souvenirs from a: 
display at a farm in the Grootfont- 
ein district.'' / " 

Litter is another major problem : 
arising from mass tourism. The 
niWash from toda/y visitora. may 
well discourage tomorrow’s, poten¬ 
tial tourists- from visiting the 
country:' v. 

.- The -Director of the Save: the. 
Rhino Trust, Sharon Montgomery.- 
•- says uncontrolled numbers ofiour- 
-wts-eaadisturb enrianggigd_sp eties - 
from breeding and scare animals 
from water-boles, forcing them to 
walk long distances in .search of 
waier. 

She warned: "Although tourists 
are always welcome to visit these 
sensitive areas, they, should know 
that If we seriously have to con-'.; 
serve our environment, ..they! 



should- changcTherraititudesaod 
be (mvironmentally friendly. The 
moment they spool the beauty of 
the environment; it becomes less 
attractive to future viators:". =.'■■ - 
She wants the government.'to 
control tonriSts, especially in toe 
semi-arid - areas./ .Chris. Brown; 

. head' of the planning unit in. toe 
Ministry of Wildlife,.Tourism, and 
Nature ConservariotCialled tour¬ 
ism "an equal partner in Namibia's 
e conomic devdppmeriL" _ J.. ■_ ^ 
- -He said that the absence of leg¬ 
islation meanf .that in -the' past no. . 
proper controlling, measures for 
" tourists had beat introduced. -He 
added: "A draft policy document 
■which will set up a mechanism tp ; - 
protect the natu^ jespurces and • 
ensure toatthe araseryatUMioT our / 
- environment is’ in and about : 

to become law.": 

. AccmdSng; to Brown, ; govern¬ 
ment tourism- policy also teontams 
gntdeline&on howpecpleyffib liVe - 
■ in areas■ ,visted; by ..tourists a can"- * 
benefit feat , the reyemie gener¬ 
ated.' iHe -pdintod ,(»t that tmeon- 
trolled tourism itot .oaiy ; damaged 

“veg^atioiiaod. increased sml eros- 
tidiL;.Jfc«t sometimes'- also invaded 
.res&en&privacy;.,", ' ♦ V; 

; He added: These visi tots some- ; 
*~lim^ eVai go to toerezitut of toiv- . 

Vng 4hr6ugbtheftfadSBonal)Jbome- - 
.. steads'rif resuteots and showing _. 

for - their ‘ costoins, ;ai 
tlwy: are', mtaware. .of -the- cultural: 
nonhs^L'-. 'Vj. :: .■■ ~ -T '■ 

; ^ownjiaid his:department will 
' ensure that rince the lefflilatioa has 


meat opportunities for rural iSi-v 
dents, who may be employed'as 
tourist guides. ; 

Director of Tourism Henrtie 
Fourie said that thus far negative 
effects on toe environment as a 
result of uncontrolled tourism 
have not been that -serious, 
although some instances have 
been reported in the Spitzkopje 
and Twyfelfontein areas. 

• He added: "We can even triple 
die preset number of. tourists with- 
’ out facing any problem, provided 
that proper control measures are. 
.put ; in place. As the number 
increases, we will have to hej 
. increasingly careful.". ■ - 
E The Director of SWA Safaris, 
.Wilffied Sientefol, says tbat. 
Namibials. environment and wildr 
life , are not at present heavily 
affected by the number of tourists.. 
but the_govemment should ensure 
toat all areas are controlled by 
tourist guides. 

-The tourist, industry makes a 
m^jor contribution to the Narnia, 
ian economy, it generated R360 
million iri:1991, of which R123, 
million -went into state coffers, in 
.1992 the-fitnre rose to R465 mit- 
Ban, with R155‘ million going to 
toe goveawnent.. This year rcve- 
■hue ' .is expected to reach R500 

tniTh nn .- 

-Brian-Bethuel - Katimune- is- a - 
Namibian, journalist who has been 
reposting on; socio-political and 
economic developments m Nami¬ 
bia for several years.® 
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Terror 


Royal Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 
American Centre Library. S2010I 

British Council._636147/S 

French Cultural Centre..-. 637009 

Goethe Institute_.... 641993 

Russian Cultural Centre.. 641158 
Spanish Cultural Centre.. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Arts Centre..665195 

Hussein Youth City_667181/5 

Y.W.C.A.__ 641793 

Y.W.M.A._ 664251 




Algerian_641271/2 

Australian....673246/7 

Austrian Embassy._644635 

Bahrain...664148/9 

Belgian ..675683 

Bulgarian.-818151 

Canadian__ 666124 

Chilean_ 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons..... 677559 

Czechoslovakian _ 665105 

Danish Consulate Gen .... 603703 
Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French .. 641273/4 

German_689351 

Greek.. 671331/2 

Hungarian-815614 

Indian._ 637262 

Indonesian_828911 

Iraqi....... 639331 

Italian._638185 

Consulate Gen. I reland. 625632 

Consulate of Iceland_698851 

Consulate of Sir Lanka.645312 

Japanese.. 672486/7 

Kuwaiti- 675135/8 

Libyan.. 693101/3 

Lebanese _ 641381 

Moroccan _641451 

Netherlands..637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate 636720 

North Korean _666349 

Norwegian Consulate_827926 

Omani__686155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine...677517 

People's Rep. of Cbina....666139 

PhiUipines.. 645161 

Polish_ 637153 

Qatari . 682666 

Romanian...667738 

Russian __ 641158 

Saudi Arabian... 814154/6 

South Korean .660745/6 

Spanish . .614166/9 

Sudanese.. 644251/2 

Swedish...669177/9 

Swiss...—...686416/7 

Syrian... 641076 

Taiwan... 671530 

Tunisian__ 674307/8 

Turkish . 641251 

U.A.E. . 643347/643341 

United Kingdom..823100 

United States of Araerica..820I01 

Yemen..— 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/S 

1CRC...... 688645 

UNDP/WFP.668171/7 

UNRWA. 669194/8 

UNICEF...629571 

UNESCO.606559 








Nabil Al Mas him Theatre..675571 
Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre.625155 

Concord _ 677420 

Plaza.-.. 699238 

Philadelphia.._ 634144 

Sports Clnbs 

Al Hussein Sports City._ 667181 

Orthodox Club._ 810491 

Royal Automobile Club... 815410 

Royal Shooting Club. 736572 

Royal Chess Chib. 673713 




To book your Advertisement onJhe Electronic Sign Board over Safeway Bldg. 
Please call 685311 - Ext 71 


The Prime MLnistry/TeL 641211 

Foreign Affairs TeL 614361 

Interior Ministry TeL 663111 

Finance TeL 636321 

Public Health TeL 665131 

Education &. Higher Education TeL 669181 

Justice TeL 6631D1 

Planning TeL 644466 

Public Works & Housing TeL 668481 

Municipalities & Environment TeL 641393 

Industry & TradeTeL 663191 

Snppbes TeL 602121 

Awqaf & Islamic AffaiisTeL 666141 


Agriculture Tel 686151 

Labour Td 698186 

Social Development TeL 673191 

Transport TeL 641461 

Post & Communications TeL 624301 

Information Td 641467 

Water & Irrigation Td 680100 

Energy & Mineral Resources TeL 815615 

Culture /Jabnl Amman TeL 636391 

Youth / University TeL 604701 

Parliamentary Affaire TeL 641211 

Tourism & Antiquities TeL 642311 


Alyemda(Air yeraen).653691 

Aeroflot...641510 

Air Canada._ 630879 

Air France._666055 / 667824 

Air India _ 688301/2 

Air Lanka . 682140 

Alitalia_ 625203 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings....894484 

Adria Airways..667029 

Austrian Airlines..637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines..665909 

British Airways .641430 

British Midland..694802 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cathay Pacific...628596 

Cyprus Airways.. 667028 

Egypt Air. 630011 

EmiratesAiiiines...643341 

Gulf Air. 653613 

Hungarian Airlines_622275 

Iberia... 637827/644036 

Iran Air.... 622826 

Japan AirLines —.630879 

KL.M _ 622175 

Korean Airlines.. 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines_643831/2 

Lufthansa._ 601744 

Malaysian Airline.639575/653446 

M.EA_ 636104 

Olympic..630125/638433 

PIA __ 625981 

Philippine Airlines.640200 

Polish Airlines._ 625981 

Qantns_641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian.. 678321 

Saudia... 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines ....604499 

Singapore Airlines. 676177 

Sudan Airlines_ 694501 

Swiss Air (G.S. A.)659791/641906 

USAIR._694801/2 

Syrian Air._622147 

TAROM- Romanian..637380 

Thai Airways... 637195 

Trans World Airline_623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia Airways.... 628175 

Yugoslav Airlines.604911 

Queen Alia Airport (08)53200 


Al-Cazar 


Aqaba Gulf HoteL 


Holiday Inn. 

Miramar............ 


31 
.31 
.31 
,.3: 

.....312426 
.-314340 



_606821 

Al Barakeh. 

..-.687988 

Al-Jabal. 

Al-Labadi .......... 

.606669 

.813554 

AI-Rimal. 

..639861 

Al-Samer. 

..771707 


. 674105 

Amin Jarrar... 

.670498 


.......666327 

Arabian.. 

. 641350 

Avis.- 

.699420 

..604230 1 


._... 6699701 

Dirani . 

.-..660601. 

601350/80 

General Services. 

.674100 1 

Hertz (Tml. sales) 

. 6948021 

Kada . 

.665161/665153 


.639197/8 


. 816792 

Petra... 

. 605501 

Sahara.™__ 

. 694883 

Satelite. 

.625767/621471 
.. 668958 


.. 604904 

Swan NatiouaL. 

__ 694882 




Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumesover 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jcrash 
(4th to 18th centuries). The Ro¬ 
man Theatre, Amman. Opening 
hours: 9 a_m. - 5 p.m. year 
round.Closed Tuesdays. Tel: 
651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mu¬ 
seum : Has an excellent collection 
of the antiquities of Jordan. Jabal 
Al-Qal'a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a.m - 5 pjn.). Closed 
Tuesdays. Tel: 638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most 
of the Muslim countries, said 3 
collection of paintings by 19th 
century Orientalist artists. Munta- 
zah. Jabal Welbdeh. Hours 10 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Closed Tues¬ 
days. TeL 630128. 
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Chinese, Thai, Phillipino, Indonisian & 


Malaysian specialities 

Five branches all over the world and now one in 


Amman 


•er Live Band "6" nights a week 
World wide Programs VIA satellite 


-■( |;.i .Vf,, I . „Y. . \ ■ .... • I Ar'-iNl 


Fawemees Restaurant 


Eastern Barbecue 
Quick Service 


824620 


Amman 

IntEmational Hotel 


,—M l- 

y ■<! 

$ , 


’ Rest 

Tel 841712/841713 



The first haute cuisine 
menu designed for those 
who love fine food, it mir¬ 
rors our special styles ami 
taste levels. 

Worm, Hospitable. 

Shepherd Hotel 

for your reservations call 
639197 



Mechanic, Electrician and 
Tow Truck are available 
to help you 

24 HOURS A DAY 
Just Ca!I:682097 
Our name says it all 


One visit will make yon 
a steady, we believe!!! 


Tfiue scrsE Ik kecE 

Gftissese ftesiKrautC 

3E1 ^Oi7Cj£?S 
1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away Is available 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:00p.m. 
7:00 - Midnight 

Tel: 638968 
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RUMOURS 

EUROPEAN CUISINE 



Amman - Abdoon 

'Tel :822425 


AQABA GULF HOTEL 
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A a st h a 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 318246 


To advertise in this space, 
call us at 652-380 


A!- Shami Bazaar & Gifts 

Oriental Souvenirs 
Hand Grafts, old silver, old carpets. 

Jabal Amman 3rd Circle, Infront Jordan InterContinental Hotel 
Tel: 648795 - P.O. Box 184379 
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By Mike Nickele 

Vi HEN YOU listen to the blues, 
listen to the beat. The beat tells a 
slory. a history. With an almost 
droning, ever present pattern, the 
blues chronicles both the develop¬ 
ment of a fascinating region and 
the people who created what's rec¬ 
ognized worldwide as America’s 
very own music. 

Clarksdale. Mississippi, is Lhe 
home of the blues. It’s the home 
of blues greats like Muddy 
Waters. B.B. King, Son House. 
Sonnj Boy Williamson and so 
many more. And it's here in 
Clarksdale thai the Delta Blues 
Museum has taken upon itself to 
presen c the history and foster 
continued interest in the Mucx 

Appropriately, the rich brown 
dirt around Clarksdale is j land of 
snowy white cotton, child of the 
displaced black African Ameri¬ 
cans who labored iherc. 

Listen to the beat of the music 
and joy can hear the rhythmic 

chug-j-lugging of the big slcum 
locomotives that hauled the 
South'* cotton in trading centers 
throughout the United Stales. Lis¬ 
ter closer and hear the rhythm 
liial plantation workers used to 
better pace their hack-breaking 
lanor. 

Bui there's something else. 

You II hear the joy. The 
blue.' ;s happy music. 
too. Because nobody 
then, nobody now. will 
deny that the fathers and 
mothers of the blues par- ^B§j|fi 
tied ju>t as hard xs they 
worked. Saturday * 
night- were for 
dancing and hav- J 
ing fun. And ml- / -aw 

licking house r ,J Jj 
panics and jump- t t T 
ing jink joints ^ 

(small eating 

places offering J 

out the blues. 

Back in the late 

1 v»"7i i s . more W js a man who rec- 
ogmred the importance of pre¬ 
serving these traditions. His name 
is Sid Graves. As an executive 
director of the Carnegie Public 
Library in Clarksdale. he knew 
the community had a unique 
opportunity here. 

Graves had just established 
three libraries in the southern part 
of the state and while doing some 
research, discovered there was not 
a history book on the area. That 
staned the hall rolling. 

He came to Clarksdale. met up 


Coahoma county: 

Home of the blues 


with author Minton Weeks and 
they published Clarksdale & Coa¬ 
homa County, a History. 

In his research. Graves found 
that there were no archieves to 
recognize the great African- 
American music form. Shortly 
thereafter. Graves proposed the 
Delta Blues Museum to the Carne¬ 
gie Public Library board. 

And as a result the Delta Blues 
Museum was founded in 1979 by 
the board of trustees of the Carne¬ 
gie Public Library to increase the 
awareness and appreciation of this 
very American form of music. 

The museum is now housed inside 
the library. 

"People who grew up on rock 'n' 
roll and country (music) have dis¬ 
covered that the blues was 
extremely important in the devel¬ 
opment of other forms of music." 
says Graves from his blues- 
cluttered office in the library. 
"Without the blues, there would 
be no rock *n‘ roll." 

The blues also heavily 
tfcfe influenced American jazz, 
tt The first jazz great. W.C. 
Handy, lived in Clarksdale 
from 1903 to I9U6 and often 
W come back. His music, as he 
i y himself said, was strongly 
Bti influenced by the Missis- 
Hlj sippi Delta blues artists. 


music, in turn. 

win, as he said, 
in his Rhapsody 
in Blue with its hatted 
sevenths and great sound. 

In recent years, the blues also 
influenced groups like ZZ Top. 
the Rolling Stones and the Beat¬ 
les. and performers Eric Clapton. 
John Fogerty and Bonnie Raitt. 

Graves feels that a museum like 
this is good for the self-esteem of 
the community. "Especially for 
the people who for generations 
have been told their ancestors 
were poor and repressed." says 
Graves. "This is true, but they 
weren’t told that they also created 
America's music." 


The museum houses thousands 
of books, records, tapes. CDs, 
photo collections, videos and 
memorabilia, all about the blues 
and its people. Sitting in one cor¬ 
ner of the upstairs museum is a 
lifelike wax statue of blues great 
and Clarksdale native, Muddy 
Waters (the clothes are Muddy's, 
donated by his wife). 

There are examples of the early 
instruments, like the "diddley bo" 
—cedar plank with 
wire and nail that plan- /gSg. jd 
tation workers fl 

played like a gui- 

name}—as well as ^ 
guitars, harmonicas 
and washboards. 

Blues great B.B. 

King donated a 

copy of Lucille, his rjpjPS ak 

famous 

Gibson 

electric 
guitar. But 

the most notable instrument by far 
is the "Muddywood" guitar, com¬ 
missioned by rock/blues group ZZ 
Top. 

After visiting the childhood 
home of Muddy Waters, about 8 
miles 02.8 kilo metres) from the 
museum on (he grounds of the 
Stovall Plantation (today the old¬ 
est operating plantation in Missis¬ 
sippi), ZZ Top band members set 
an idea in motion. They requested 
and were given a plank of wood 
from house which they seat their 
personal guitar maker, who then 
created the Muddywood. A dis¬ 
tinctive-looking "blues axe," the 
Muddywood features a painting of 
the Mississippi River that runs 
from the body all the way up the 
neck. When the guitar is not on 
display in the museum, it tours the 
country with blues festivals to 
help raise money for the museum. 

ZZ Top has done more to pro¬ 
mote the blues museum than any¬ 
one else, except maybe for Graves 
himself. "In 1987, Billy Gibbons 
(ZZ Top lead guitarist and vocal- 
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Training seminar by Microsoft Corp. and STS: 

Windows NT hits Jordan 


MICROSOFT CORP.. in coopera¬ 
tion with Specialised Technical 
Scr-itv.- iSTSi distributor*. fur 
Microsort in Jordan, held a hall- 
da) Window v NT training seminar 
at the Amman Mamon Hotel as 
part »■;' a tour «>f the whole Mid- 
die E.>i region called the “Win- l • 
Jovvs NT Roadshow" ineluding 
stop- like Cairn and Dubai. The ! ! 
iraiiii;;;: seminar »;i> held last j ;> 
TuesJ.iv. 5 Oetnlvr. .uk! ; 
.itlmeleii a nuniher a/ pjnici- j- 
n.iiiis estimated at around 150 ■ ' 
people. The seinin.u wu*. given ] 
bv Mr Mike OI»on. the main j j: 
speaker, and Mr Steve Wood- | ■' 
v.arJ. the as-.i>t:mi lecturer, who ig 
ate K*;h in te rum tonal market in e 
staff I'l'ii) Microsoft. I SA. ;N 

Tlv seminar focused on intro- ■? 
duemg Windows NT and clan ly¬ 
ing several key points regarding 
the product > hiiKlionahlv. It 
wasn’t a very technical seminar, 
which was good because many 
people are still confused b> Win¬ 
dows NT and need some basic 
information on the product’s net¬ 
working capabilities and what 

existing systems it cun work with. 

Windows NT can run un all 
Intel-based PCs including the Pen¬ 
tium multi or single processor sys¬ 
tems. MIPS systems, and RISC- 
bated DEC Alpha PCs. Microsoft 
is also currently cooperating with 
Motorola to we to it that NT will 
also run on (he PowerPC. * 

.As for Windows applications, 
lhe top 100 Windows applications 
will definitely run on NT. All 
applications developed using k is- 
ual Basic. FoxPro. Access or C++ 


will also run. 

Mr Olsson made no secret of 
the fact that Microsoft is out to get 
Novell by saying that, "we want to 
convince you that we offer a bel¬ 


ter network system than Novell. 
Wc want to make sure that our 
system is the hest eo-existor with 
networks." So far. Windows NT 
can support Novell. Banyan and 
offers interoperability with Unix. 

What i> so interesting about NT. 
is that everything can be moni¬ 
tored. Security and access rights 
are provided in a user friendly 
environment The attention to 
detail in everything ineluding 
passwords, user rights, protection 
of executable files—which should 
actually lock out viruses—and 
other security measures show 
Microsoft’s commitment to pro¬ 
viding a trespasser-proof operat¬ 
ing $\ stem for networks. 

Flexibility is another important 
feature of NT. You can have all 
the freedom you want to mix and 


match as many different network 
cards, drivers and protocols you 
want. Windows NT will moke 
sure that each is addressed 
properly. 

To reassure Arabic lan- 
guage users. Mr Olsson 
. J said, "there will be an Ara- 
TT- bic NT soon. For the time 
■J • : being, if you're on a net- 
-i work. NT is a great server 
, for machines running Ara¬ 
bic Windows." Since Win- 
- dows NT supports Unicode 
j internally, it should be easy 
' j to achieve multi-lingual 
I functionality. 

* There was some discus- 

£ sion of future Windows 
■i products to come from 
—Hi- Microsoft including Chi¬ 
cago and Cairo. Chicago is 
being pushed by Microsoft as the 
direct successor to Windows 3.1 
and Windows for 
Workgroups 
which will run on H 
any 3S6sx LB „ 
machine with at IB;: 
least 4MB RAM. H ? 

Mr Olsson B * 
described Chi- B 2 
cago as being B ? 

"very cool". j$ £ 
which is proba- ’ 
blv a sign of its 
user friendliness : 

and sharp looks. Lii- 

As for Cairo. i( is 
basically the new version of Win¬ 
dows NT which will run all Win¬ 
dows 16-bit and 32-bit applica¬ 
tions and should be available 
within 18 months lime. 


ist) came to visit and told die other 
guys about it and they all came to 
visit," relates Graves. 

"They, like so many musicians 
who are indebted to the blues, said 
they wanted to do something." 

The band ended up donating not 
only money and resources—they 
came back shortly thereafter with 
two busloads of journalists and 
did extensive press interviews. 
Before the band got involved 
with the Blues Museum, it had 
^ 30 to 40 visitors a month. Tt 

|8l, now averages 600. 

"When you come 
C to the Blues 

Museum you 
can bump 
into some 
well-known musi- 
dans and celebritis," 
B^^B Graves says. 

The future appears 
bright for the 
JHB museum. Fundrais- 
‘MOR backed by chal- 
lenge grants from 
^^^B the US National 
MB^B Endowment for the 
Humanities 
will help 
create an 
adjacent 

concert facility, residencies for 
blues artists, and even computer 
programs to help students learn 
blues techniques. They also plan 
to disassemble the remaining 
frame of Muddy Waters' house 
and use it as a front porch for the 
museum—which probably will be 
used for afternoon blues 
performances 

Besides the Delta Blues 
Museum, Clarksdale itself offers a 
number of other relared attrac¬ 
tions. The Stackhouse/Della 
Record Mart on Sunflower Street 
in the middle of downtown 
Clarksdale is a must for area visi¬ 
tors. It's a great place to stop and 
pick up some music and valuable 
advice. The shop's proprietor, Jim 
O'Neal, is a former editor of Liv¬ 
ing Blues magazine and a real 
blues aficionado. 

You're likely to see a real blues 
musician or two while you're 
there, because O'Neal is adding a 
recording studio to the premises 
for his Rooster Records labeL 
(Rooster Records recently 


released a cassette of local blues 
artists called Clarksdale, Missis¬ 
sippi—Copahoma the Blues. 

The day we were there, singer 
guitarist Lonnie Shields was in the 
Studio back manning the hammer 
and saw, while a cassette player 
blared out his recent live perfor¬ 
mance at a blues festival in nearby 
Helena. 

in addition to great records, pos¬ 
ters, magazines, books and T- 
shins, be sure to pick up a Delta 
Blues Map Kit. It will guide you 
through a blues vacation with 
maps to places like Sonny Boy 
Williamson's grave site, Robert 
Johnson's death and grave sites, 
the Childhood home of Muddy 
Waters, W.C. Handy and Ike 
Turner (of Ike and Tina Turner 
fame). 

It'll also show you the way to 
musical barber Wade Walton's 
shop. Walton, a First-rate blues 
man, plays the guitar and harmon¬ 
ica and. slaps out a great rhythm 
on the razor and strap. His son 
Kenneth plays gospel music from 
an adjoining room. 

And there's a great list of jook 
joints like Margaret's Blue Dia¬ 
mond Lounge on West Talla¬ 
hatchie Avenue and the Red Top 
Lounge (better known as Smitty's ) 
on Yazoo. 

O'Neal also offers valuable 
advice on what to expect and how 
to behave. "There are jook joints 
all over the Delta and you can 
always find some blues on tbe 
weekends, but booking arrange¬ 
ments with the bands are often 
loose, last-minute and subject to 
change depending on any number 
of unpredictable factors; the 
weather, day-io-day state of the 
local economy, the musicians’ real 
jobs. For instance, if it's planting 
season and the weather is good, 
tbe drummer may have to drive a 
tractor (sometimes into the night) 
and therefore can't play that 
night." 

The area surrounding Clarks¬ 
dale offers the traveller a virtual 
treassure trove of American folk¬ 
lore. For example, die museum is 
about two miles (3.2 kilometres) . 
away from the most famous inter¬ 
section—known here as a "cross¬ 
roads"—in musical history. It may 
not look like much with its three 


filling stations and a fried chicken 
store; but the junction of highways 
61 and 49 is the very spot where 
some folks says a rather mediocre 
blues guitarist and singer. Robert 
Johnson, sold his soul to tbe devil 
for the talent which eventually 
helped crown him the "King of 
the Delta blues. 

Highway 61 is mentioned in a 
wealth of blues and rock songs 
because it was the main road used 
by African Americans who emi¬ 
grated north to cities like Chicago. 
Cleveland and Detroit. It -runs 
from Mephis, Tennessee (75 miles 
(120 kilometres) north of Clarks¬ 
dale), down through the Missis¬ 
sippi Delta into Louisiana. In the 
world of the blues, 61 is the high¬ 
way of record. And especially 
when the cotton is high and the 
sky is blue, it makes for a beautiful 
ride. 

Driving along Highway 61, you 
realize how chock-full of music 
tradition this area is. Elvis Presley 
was bom in Tupelo. Mississippi, 
and his Grace land estate is in near 
by Memphis, Tennessee. 

And then there are the writers. 
Just blocks from the museum is 
the childhood home of author Ten¬ 
nessee Williams. Other writers 
h ailing from the Clarksdale area 
are Richard Ford, Thomas Harris, 
Joan Williams, Larry Brown and 
John G risham . 

Given attractions like these, 
more and more vacationers are 
discovering this area. 

"I think people have become 
turned off by highly technical, 
over-produced’ resorts," Graves 
says, explaining the renewed inter¬ 
est in local tourism. "And I think 
there is a definite trend in African- 
American tourism. Coming to an 
unspoiled rural are where the peo¬ 
ple are hospitable, you can dis¬ 
cover a lot about not only South¬ 
ern history, bat American history, 
music history and ' African- 
American history.," 

Beautiful country, warm people ; 
and cool music are making the 
Mississippi Delt a great place to 
vacation. And. because it's nestled 
between two great musical meocas 
of the Southeast—Memphis. and 
New Orleans—Clarksdale's Delta 
Bhies Museum is fast becoming an 
anchor point in tbe developing 
trend of musical pilgrimages. It's a 
place to rediscover both the blues 
an the land that brought it to life - 
two very important facets of 
American history. ■ 

Make Nickele is a member of file 
Detroit (Michigan) advertising 
community and former news 
editor of Auto Week magazine. 


IBM, Apple & Motorola lobk into the future: 

The prospects for the PowerPC 


ALMOST TWO years ago, IBM. 
Apple and Motorola announced 
their intention to develop a new 
computer architecture that would 
meet user requirements for the 
rest of the decade. This was given 
the name. PowerPC and was to be 
built around a RISC-based chip 
that would break Intel's monopoly 
of the international chip market. 

Now that the count down has 
started for the appearance of wbat 
is probably the greatest threat to 
Intel PCs, it's worth raking a look 
at the hopes these three companies 
are pinning on this machine. 

Apple sees in the PowerPC its 
only hope to continue its success 
id the desktop computer market. 
The Macintosh has definitely lost 
its supremacy, in tbe fields of 
graphics and imaging, to the ever 
advanced PCs running Windows 
graphics applications with the 
same ease of use the Macintosh. 

With the Macintosh PowerPC 
just around the comer, and with 
upgrades to be available for exist¬ 
ing Macintosh users of some of 
the newer Mac models, you can 


Mr Olsson concluded by saying 
that the idea behind Microsoft’s 
future plans for NT is not to make 
customers wait for Cairo, but to 
demonstrate Microsoft's commit¬ 
ment and to let users know that 
there is a bright future for Win¬ 
dows NT. 

This was followed by an open 
discussion in which he answered 
questions. 

I All in all, tbe 
training seminar 
was both inter¬ 
esting and enter¬ 
taining especially 
with the many 
humorous 
touches added by 
the presenters. 
Also, at the end 
of the seminar, 
-a their was a loi- 

-tery draw on the 

names of the par¬ 
ticipants to -win a Microsoft 
Screen Savers package. 

Windows NT is already availa¬ 
ble in Jordan from Specialized 
Technical Services (STS). ■ 


expea Apple to move back into 
die limelight again, thanks to Pow¬ 
erPC technology. Apple’s biggest 
task is to see to it that, when the 
first Macintosh PowerPC arrives 
in January 1994, existing applica¬ 
tions like QuarkXPress or Claris 
Works run on it. 

For IBM. the PowerPC is a way 
to take IBM's RS/6000 worksta¬ 
tion forward and turn it into a tree 
open system platform. The com¬ 
pany is planning three new operat¬ 
ing systems for the PowerPC: a 
new version of OS/2 operating 
system, updated to make it more 
powerful; the Taligent objea 
oriented operating system, a joint 
development project with Apple; 
and a part of Microsoft's Windows 
NT 32-bit operating systejn. 

The PowerPCs link to IBM's 
RS/6000 workstation is destined 
to open up high-end scientific 
computer-aided design (CAD) and 
engineering markets for PowerPC. 

Motorola, the giant semiconduc¬ 
tor maker, are already knocking 
the doors of big PC makers 
around the world trying to arouse 


Correction 


their interest in their new chip. A 
key pan of this involves talking to 
the host of Taiwanese and Korean 
mother board makers. 

Motorola plans to help compa¬ 
nies build everything from laptop 
PCs, incorporating a low-power 
version of the PowerPC chip, to 
super computers that use tens or 
hundreds of PowerPC chips run¬ 
ning in paialleL 

For Motorola, their biggest. 
brake came when Intel announced 
that its 60MHz Pentium chip will 
be available at $850 while the 
60MHz Motorola 601 chip, lying 
at the heart of the. PowerPC, will 
be selling for only $380. It will 
also be more powerful than the 
Pentium and will be Pentium com¬ 
patible. With proper marketing. 
Motorola have a sure winner! . . 

Still, it remains a problem for 
Motorola to convince its custom¬ 
ers that the 601. and its successors 
the 602, 603. 604 and tbe 620.are 
faster and more price-competitive 
than Intel 486 and Pentium chips. 

Tbe Sunday Times 



A 'publishing' error in the SMS 
show review, in the Workstation 
page fast week, was brought to our 
attention by those nice people at 
SMS. The article explains the many 
features of the HP OmmBook. for 
which SMS are delaers of. and then 
refers to a picture below. 

The picture, however, was actually of an HP LaserJet 4L, one of HP’s 
new line of laser printers. To our readers and SMS, we'd like to give you 
the proper picture, of the HP OmniBook. ■ 


Open House at JCS 

The Jordan Computer Society (JCS) 
held its monthly 'Open House' event on 
4 October at the society's headquarters 
in Amman. Shmiesani. It was spon¬ 
sored by Computer Software Center 
(Amber Software). 

The JCS is extremely busy nowadays ■ 
organizing the Amman Computer Expo 
■93, which opens in a couple of weeks 
with around 34 participants. Next week 
The Star will be publishing an. Expo 
Special, so don't miss it] ■ 
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Boosting memory 
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The CD-ROM advantage 

"MASS STORAGE, millions of words, full audio soundtracksr". 
scream the advertisements for CD-ROM drives hurling all sorts of 
computer terminology ra your face like MPC and Photo CD. So is : 

• everyone really moving to CD storage? ■ 

Of course, it does, make sense to switch from floppy disks to CD- 
ROM as a storage media since a CD can contain over 600 MB of 
data, but that's not exactly how it works. Since most CDs arc read 
only, you can’t actually store your data on them, but running ready-- 
made software is like a dream: 1 ' 

Macintosh users have had CD-ROM for many years now. but CD- 
ROM for die IBM PC only took ^' 
off in the last year, with CD 
titles from almost every respect- 

able software publisher.. The . 

software available at ' the Bj: j-’: 
moment is a mix of new spe- W ' 
dally developed CD titles such ,, 

as encyclopedias and dictionar- ,, 

ies that talk to you and display Ij r ' 
all sorts of dazzling graphics and |j f; 

photos with tons of information; |j ^ • . 

or just CD versions of already |[.J ' 

available applications like K \ 

spreadsheets or databases. . . .- 

To connect .a CD-ROM drive to your PC. you need an interface, j 
card, which can either use the standard AT bus or provide a SCSI - - 
bus of its own. In buying a CD-ROM drive, it would be very wise'to 
make sure that it conforms with the MPC standard. What is the MPC 
standard? WelL it’s basically a software and hardware standard/ 
agreed upon by rodustry giants to form the basis for CD software 
developments To put it simply, buying a full MPC pack would- 
involve baying a sound card, which is Sound Blaster compatible, and 
a pair of speakers alongside the CD-ROM drive. 

With the sound card, your PC will come to life with the ability to 
play digitized sound clips, synthesized sounds and normal audio CDs 
of your favourite music bands. Anyway, it is useless to have a CD- ' 
ROM drive without a sound card because you’ll be missing out on all 
the sounds, and speech which most CDs include, , especially if you 
buy reference works such as the Grolier Encyclopedia or leisure soft- • 
ware like Siam's! .games. If you're working in a quiet office 7 or 
library,-yon tiari phig in your headphones instead of the speakers; or ' 
if you want to share your mosic with the rest of the neighborhood. ' 
ytiu can plug yoiir PC' into a hi-fi system! • 

Phot oCD is a oewiy introduced technology- from Kodak which 
allows normal photographs £om. a -camera to be stored' cm CD disks,; ' 
.which can’be then viewed and.manipulated on youT PC Look-for- - 
’ "Kodak Photo-CD compatible' dri ves, if you're' interested in this too. ; 

■ For RKist -Compuier users in Jordan, a CD-ROM drive doesn't '■ 
sound like a good jnvestn^nt ar all: "Gwihg .to .wide spread piracy, ’ . 

- users nre satisfi«l- with tidtig che^j piraied software-on floppy disk- 
and opt for- buyi rig huge bard disks for jftass storage. CD software.- 
oh the other hand, would mean haying to buy expensive original 
softwar^hich isn’Leven.widely, available m the countiy! - - - 
Stifl,a.,GD-RQM drive is a good way of getting lots of education 
and eoiertammentout of your PC. or so called ? edu-tainmcni‘. if you - 
know a 'good CD software supplier. Many dealers in the country - 
ofief.MpC.padiX'bul ast for phenornenai'Drices of JD 450 io 500 : - 
The best policy, wotdd be lo gradually turn your bnririg,'sflcot PC 
ihio.ah entertainment center by purchasing Ae hardware bit by biL 
Er^ go for a sotmd card fortinder JDlOO and.then shop around for 
. a fow.cost CD-ROM drive for tinder JD 200. But always remember 1 
that ywir sonnd .card hasito work properly .with your CD drive and 
that yow- CD.chive^ should be enable of running any CD software 
designed for the MPC Standard- It's not as complicated as' it sounds. - 
You just neafto hxA^round andbewell informed. Remember to 1 - 
pay a visit t&the Am man Computer Expo 93” a couple'of w^ks 
ftoinpovir, yoii^^mighrjust find 1 what yon're looking for there. * ' 


























